
OPINION 

 

of Prof. Dr. Dr.Sc. Dilyana Boteva-Boyanova (Faculty of History, St Kliment Ohridski 

University of Sofia) on the candidacy of Assist. Prof. Dr. Mario Ivanov Ivanov for the academic 

position of Associate Professor in professional field 2.2. „History and Archaeology“ for the 

needs of the Department of Classic Archaeology at the NAIM-BAS 

 

 

At the competition, announced in the State Gazette issue 72/14.08.2020, only one candidate 

competes. This is Mario Ivanov, who acquired a PhD title in Archaeology back in 2005, and 

since 2009 has been an Assistant Professor at the NAIM-BAS.  

The documents presented by the candidate indicate that he participated in four projects, in 

14 conferences (nine of which international), in four museum exhibitions, and was also the head 

of 12 archaeological field studies and a consultant for the section "Archaeology" of the 

Children's Museum "Muzeiko". 

Dr. Mario Ivanov participates in the competition with a habilitation thesis and published 

studies and articles. 

The list of the studies includes six titles, three of which (№ 3-4, 6) are on the topic of the 

PhD thesis, published after the defense in 2005, and three are results of new researches (one of 

which is in English - № 1). The list of the articles includes 34 titles, seven of which are on the 

topic of the PhD thesis, and 27 are results of new researches (six are in English - № 2-3, 5, 8, 25, 

28, and one in German - № 4). Of the publications with which Mario Ivanov participates in the 

competition, two articles are published abroad - № 4 (Vienna) and № 5 (Rome). A negative 

impression is created by the fact that a same text (№ 7 of the articles) was published in two 

different Bulgarian editions. 

In a separate list, the candidate indicates 11 titles authored or co-authored by him in the 

series „Археологически открития и разкопки“ (“Archaeological Discoveries and 

Excavations”), published in the period 2004-2019. His participation with articles and annotations 

in published catalogs and reference books is recognizable, among which a significant number of 

texts stand out in Tabula Imperii Romani, K35 / 2 - Philippopolis (Sofia, 2012). 

The habilitation work is titled "Serdica from Claudius to Hadrian"; it is accepted for 

publication as Volume XLV of the series „Разкопки и проучвания“ (“Excavations and 

Research”), published by NAIM-BAS. The study covers 420 standard pages (1800 characters 

per page), 37 boards with graphics of the finds, 174 images with photographs, stratigraphic 

sections, and plans, as well as a catalog with 518 catalog numbers. There can be no doubt that 

this study, devoted to an extremely important but generally insufficiently studied period in the 

development of Ancient Thrace, is a scholarly contribution in the respective field. It is a serious 

achievement, which inevitably formulates also disputable hypotheses and statements that are part 

of the development of the general knowledge on the topic. 



In the documentation for the competition, Mario Ivanov has attached an information about 

the noticed references, which are a total of 145, dating between 2005 (№ 22) and 2020 (№ 121). 

Of these, 14 citations (№ 1, 4, 20, 28-29, 38-40, 44, 46, 55, 117, 134-135) are made by seven 

foreign researchers. This fact is indisputable evidence that the candidate is clearly recognizable 

by researchers in his field of scholarly work, not only in Bulgaria but also internationally. 

The procedural requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the 

Republic of Bulgaria and of the Regulations for its implementation are met. The candidate meets 

all the additional requirements provided in the relevant Regulations of NAIM-BAS for holding 

the academic position for which Mario Ivanov Ivanov participates in the competition. All above 

said allows me to recommend the candidate Assist. Prof. Dr. Mario Ivanov Ivanov for 

holding the academic position of “Associate Professor” at NAIM-BAS. 

 

Sofia, 14.12.2020    Signature: 

Prof. Dr. Dr. Sc. D. Boteva-Boyanova 
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