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At the competition for associate professor, announced at the National 

Archaeological Institute with a Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

(NAIM–BAS) for the needs of the Section of Ancient Archeology, there is one 

candidate – chief assistant, Dr. Mario Ivanov Ivanov. 

He has a master's degree in archeology since 1999, graduated from Sofia 

University “St. Cl. Ohridski”. From 01.03.2000 to 31.05.2004 he was an 

archaeologist at the Municipal еnterprise "Old Sofia" with the Sofia historical 

museum (predecessor of Regional historical museum Sofia). From 01.06.2004 to 

06.05.2009 he is chief expert – archaeologist at the National institute for cultural 

monuments (predecessor of National institute for immovable cultural heritage at the 

Ministry of culture). Since 07.05.2009, after a competition, he is chief assistant in 

the Departmen for Ancient Archeology of NAIM–BAS. Already in 2005 he 

acquired the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" after a successful defense of 

dissertation on "Tombstones from the Province of Thrace, I–III century" at NAIM–

BAS. 

The results of the research activity of Dr. M. Ivanov, presented in the 

competition documentation, exceed the so-called  minimum national requirements 

for holding the academic position of “Associate Professor”, fixed in the legislation 

of the Republic of Bulgaria. The attached lists of publications, excluding those used 

in the procedure for obtaining the educational and scientific degree "Doctor", 

contain the titles of one monograph in print, forty-one studies and articles (forty 

published and one in print; thirty-eight with sole authorship and three co-authored, 

twenty-nine in Bulgarian and twelve in a foreign language), eleven reports on field 
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archeological excavations (author's and co-author's articles in the series 

"Archaeological discoveries and excavations"/ ADE), a significant number of 

articles and annotations in catalogs and reference editions (in Bulgarian and in a 

foreign language), four reviews (one in Bulgarian and three in a foreign language) 

and one announcement for a scientific conference (in Bulgarian). Apart from the 

significant number, the listed publications also impress with the wide range of 

issues, monuments and movable artifacts considered in them. 

Some of the listed publications are thematically close to the defended 

dissertation (studies №№ 3, 4, 6; articles №№ 12, 18, 23, 26, 27, 33, 34). With them 

Dr M. Ivanov further develops his ideas reflected in the dissertation, but also 

expands the scope of research with the publication of newly discovered tombstones 

(article № 23) and especially with his summary analysis of the sarcophagi of the 

Roman era in today's Bulgaria (articles №№ 27, 33, 34). His reputation as an 

established specialist in this field is illustrated by three of his reviews, dedicated to 

two monographs by foreign researchers on tombstones from the Roman provinces of 

Lower Moesia and Thrace (reviews №№ 2, 3, 4). 

The candidate's lasting interest in Roman and late Antique burial practices and 

burial facilities is not limited to tombstones and sarcophagi. Examples of this are the 

overview study for graves with one earring each (study № 5), the article on graves 

from the eastern necropolis of Serdika with alleged Sarmatian affiliation (article № 

20), the articles on а research with his participation in a late Antique mausoleum in 

Sofia's Lozenets district (articles №№ 19, 24), for the large Christian tomb, studied 

by him, located in front of the facade of the basilica "St. Sophia” in Serdica (article 

№ 21), as well as the one about the famous Pomorie tomb (article № 22), which 

offers a new interpretation of the latter as a monument of the type of the imperial 

mausoleums. 

The problems of the early Christian cult architecture are not alien to the 

research interest of the candidate. The reason for this statement are the Christian 

basilicas studied by him, whose characteristics and purpose are discussed in two 

publications (articles №№ 5, 8). Here should be his comprehensive review of one of 

the new monographs on the famous basilica "St. Sofia" in Serdica (review № 1) 

mentioned. 
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Indirectly related to the cult architecture and, at the same time, an indicator of 

good knowledge about the architecture of the Roman and late Antique baths, is the 

article with which the candidate joins the long-standing discussion about the type 

and original functions of the building, the central part of which was later rebuilt into 

the famous church "St. George" in Serdica (article № 16).  

Provoked again by discoveries in his own field research, Dr. M. Ivanov is not 

worried about the specifics of the study of floor mosaics and competently 

demonstrates relevant skills in several publications in the recent years (articles №№ 

1, 3, 4), as well as in catalog articles for famous Roman and late Antique mosaics 

from today's Bulgaria (catalog articles №№ 2, 3, 4, 5). 

Also noticeable is the participation of Dr. M. Ivanov in corpus editions for 

famous ancient and late antique centers in our country – with articles about Bononia 

and Almus (articles №№ 31, 32), as well as in the renowned reference edition 

Tabula Imperii Romani, in particular in volume “K-35/2 – Philippopolis” (Sofia, 

2012, ed. R. Ivanov), with a large number of articles and annotations about 

important centers and smaller sites in today's Central Northern and Northeastern 

Bulgaria. 

A good illustration of the wide range of research interests of the candidate is 

the series of publications on movable monuments and finds of different nature. For 

example, several of them prove affinity for the study of certain categories of pottery 

from the Roman era (articles №№ 2, 9) and luxury glassware (articles №№ 10, 28; a 

co-authored article in print is devoted to glass production facilities from his 

excavations). The promulgation of household pottery, but in the case of the 4th 

century BC, is the main contribution of an article for the early period of the site with 

the mausoleum in Sofia's Lozenets district (article № 30). It is also worth 

mentioning the objects presented and interpreted properly in other publications in 

this group: small Viking cult ax – amulet (article № 6); stone herm with inscriptions 

(article № 7); bronze bulla, i.e. amulet (аrticle № 11); lead plate with an image of 

the so-called Danube horsemen (аrticle № 14); a gold ring-seal supposed to be a 

signum beneficiarii consularis (аrticle № 17); bronze-belt garnish (article № 25); 

dedicatory inscription by the strategus Διουζιης Δημοσθένους (аrticle (29). 

Characteristic of the publishing activity of Dr. M. Ivanov are the exact 

presentation of the context and circumstances of the discovery of the studied 
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monuments and objects, their professional description, correct comparative analysis 

and the pursuit of careful but at the same time multifaceted interpretation. This does 

not mean that all the conclusions in all his publications are indisputable. I suppose 

he would not commit to such a statement. However, possible correction of some 

conclusions after analysis of new information can be done only according to the 

same model, in compliance with the stated methodological requirements, that would 

guarantee the correct approach to research and publication. 

I have deliberately not commented on the theme "Serdica" so far, although a 

significant part of the monuments and finds in the publications presented above are 

with affiliation or origin from Serdica. The study of Roman and late Antique Serdica 

is an undoubted priority in the professional development of Dr. M. Ivanov, included 

in his work as a field archaeologist. Among the many archeological sites in today's 

Sofia, in the study in which he participated, it is worth mentioning the site "Metro 

station 8-II" (later metro station "Serdica II") – below and adjacent to Knyaginya 

Maria Luiza Blvd., between the intersections with Pirotska Str. and Todor 

Alexandrov Blvd. It was studied under his leadership in the period 2010-2012, and 

the relevant excavations on an area of about 6,000 square meters are among the 

largest field archaeological excavations in today's Sofia. Remains and layers have 

been registered with a huge number of finds from the 1st to the beginning of the 7th 

century AD, as well as from the following periods in the history of the town. The 

main results of their implementation, as well as the results of the research of various 

structures and facilities, and particular finds are reflected in a number of publications 

of the candidate (studies №№ 1, 2; articles №№ 2-11, 13-15; article in print; 

messages in ADE №№ 7-10). The publication of the remains and finds from the 

early periods registered in these excavations and their interpretation form almost 

entirely the basis and essence of the monograph "Serdica from Claudius to Hadrian" 

presented by the candidate. The explanation of this statement is in the almost 

complete absence of concrete information so far about the initial history of Serdica. 

The mentioned monographic publication was discussed and recommended for 

publication at an extended meeting of the Department for Antique Archeology of 

NAIM-BAS on July 17, 2020. As the editor-in-chief of the “Excavations and 

Research” series (published by NAIM-BAS), I can guarantee that it will be 

published soon. 
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The volume includes: an introduction, which defines the main goal, tasks and 

structure of the work; seven chapters, which consistently present a general picture of 

the historical development of the Balkans from the end of the 3rd century BC until 

the beginning of the 2nd century AD (Chapter I), historiographical review of the 

studies of Roman and late Antique Serdica with emphasis on those of its appearance 

and early periods of its development (Chapter II), description of the stratigraphy, 

remains and finds of/ from the early periods in the site "Metro station 8–II" 

(Chapters III–VII); a summary text with the main conclusions about "the origin and 

development of Serdica from Claudius to Hadrian" (Chapter VIII); catalog of finds – 

a total of 518 catalog units; bibliographic list; 79 tables with photos and drawings of 

finds and 174 images with plans, sections and photos of the remains of buildings and 

facilities, and of situations from the field research. 

In his monograph, Dr. M. Ivanov observes the methodological requirements 

that are characteristic of his entire publishing activity. I believe that with the precise 

descriptions of the registered remains of buildings and facilities, of the stratigraphic 

contexts (different layers and levels), of the discovered finds, as well as with the 

careful interpretation of the empirical information, this work will be among the best 

examples of publishing field research results. His contributions are many and in 

different directions. However, the periodization and interpretation of the site can be 

defined as the most important result. As for the chronological boundaries in question 

– from the reign of Claudius (41-54) to that of Hadrian (117-138), the author 

distinguishes three periods in the development of the site, respectively – in the 

history of Serdica in general. The data about the first period (46-68/69) are grounds 

“to assume with a high degree of certainty that Serdica arose as a castellum of some 

Roman military unit located on the Via diagonalis in order to protect the road and 

part of the provincial territory” (p. 118). The changes during the second period 

(58/69-110/112) seem to mark the transformation of the initial camp into a 

settlement structure, but with the presence of veterans (p. 120 sqq.). The third period 

(110/112-134/138) coincides with the first stage of the development of Serdica as an 

urban center (p. 122 sqq.). 

My remarks on the discussed monograph are mainly of an editorial nature. 

Thus, for example, insofar as in Ch. III "Description of the archaeological 

complexes and contexts" (pp. 32-64) has abundant stratigraphic information, then 
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the delineation of the next Ch. IV "Stratigraphy and Chronology" (pp. 65-68) seems 

to me superfluous and somewhat misleading. This can be avoided by merging the 

two chapters into one, with the current Chapter IV becoming the final part of the 

general one. The descriptions in the current Chapter III are often in the so-called 

telegraph style, incl. with verbless sentences. This style is common for reporting 

documentation and when presenting catalog information, but is not particularly 

suitable for analytical text in a publication. The direct use of reporting 

documentation in the Catalog (p. 126 ff.), by the way, does not always help to better 

present the artifacts. For example, explanations (in the rubric "location") such as "sq. 

D3, 3.20 m from D4 and 0.25 m N from wall E-W" (№ М29, p. 132) or "sq. D2, 

0.90 m from the peg of D2 and 1.0 m from the east wall in the direction N-S ”(№ 

H1, p. 179) are more puzzling rather than specifying. The finds themselves (Chл 

VII, p. 93 sqq., 126 sqq.) are presented with separate numbers, incl. with different 

letter designations, according to their type and category. It seems to me that it will 

be clearer if the finds have a common digital numbering. In its current form, the 

monograph is without a summary in a foreign language, but I have no doubt that 

when it will be printed, it will have a meaningful summary. 

I also have some remarks in essence. The assertion that the old cities, including 

the Greek colonies "along the Aegean, Pontus and Propontis coasts", received the 

status of "civitates foederatae when the province of Thrace was founded, which 

placed them slightly higher than the peregrine towns" (p. 19), should be specified. 

Apollonia, for example, conquered and burned by Marcus Lucullus in 72 BC, has 

lost its urban status for centuries. The review of sites with earlier materials from the 

central part of today's Sofia (p. 117), although it is not particularly important for the 

discussed work, can be supplemented with information about the prehistoric 

settlement, located years ago under today's Alexander Batemberg Square (Г. 

Георгиев. Останки от първобитно селище в центъра на София. – ИАИ, XXII, 

1959, 329-332). The definition of “large nails (P32, P33) ... as decorative elements 

for solid wooden doors” (p. 116) and as “decorative nails for door fittings” (pp. 236-

237, №№ P32, P33) is not justified given their considerable length. Sharing the idea 

of the proposed interpretation for the first period registered at “Metro Station 8–II” 

(p. 118; see above), I think it may also include the assumption of a road station in 

the vicinity, guarded by a military unit based in the established early camp. The 
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