
OPINION 

 

 

FROM: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sergei Borisov Torbatov 

SUBJECT: competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the field of 

higher education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and archeology, scientific 

specialty Archeology, for the needs of the Section for Ancient Archeology of NAIM-BAS. 

 

 The announcement for the competition was published in SG, issue 72 of 14.08.2020. 

After the expiration of the set term, with Order № І 2697 of 13.10.2020 of the Director of 

NAIM-BAS a Scientific Jury was approved. The only candidate in the competition is 

Assistant Professor Dr. Mario Ivanov Ivanov. 

 According to the attached references and documents, it is evident that the candidate 

fully meets the state requirements for holding the position of "Associate Professor", approved 

in the laws and regulations and specified for the needs of NAIM-BAS in the relevant 

Regulations of the institution. 

 The scientific production of Assistant Professor Mario Ivanov after obtaining the 

educational and scientific degree "Doctor" is extremely rich and diverse and impresses with 

the fact that it includes virtually all known forms of writing in the field of archeology: 

monograph (1), studies (6), articles (35 ), announcements (11), annotations and articles in 

reference books and catalougs (111), reviews (4), notes (1). Four extensive thematic circles 

can be clearly distinguished in the scientific work of the candidate, which are the subject of 

systematic, purposeful and in-depth research on his part – funeral rite in Moesia and Thrace in 

the Roman period and the Late Antiquity; history and archaeology of Serdica; ancient mosaic 

art; Early Christian cult architecture. In addition, partly within the framework of the above, 

there are probably two more topics that permanently attract the author's attention, on which, I 

am convinced, he will continue to work in the future: Roman and Late Roman glass; 

epigraphy. It should be noted that 10 of the works have been published in referenced and 

indexed editions, which, in itself, speaks of their quality. As for the others, the scientific 

contributions in them are unquestionable and this is quite correct (though sometimes too 

modest!) noted in the self-report attached to the documentation. I would especially like to 

mention that the works on the ancient domestic sanctuaries and Late Antiquity latrinae in 

Serdica, the burial complexes with one earring from the 1st – 5th century, the location and 



ways of erecting Roman tombstones and tomb altars, and the Early Christian architecture in 

Serdica, are conceptual and will be of great benefit to all future researchers. 

 An indisputable "crown" in the current scientific production of Dr. M. Ivanov is the 

presented habilitation work on the emergence and early periods in the development of Roman 

Serdica. This is a fundamental work based on absolutely reliable archaeological material, 

which brings a logically and factually sound order to the hitherto fragmentary and often 

contradictory information on these issues, and, I am convinced, is "doomed" to a long and 

fruitful life. 

 The impressive in volume and distinguished with emphasized scientific quality 

publication activity of Assistant Professor Dr. Mario Ivanov is largely based on his active and 

highly professional field archaeological activities. So far, he has been the head of 12 and 

deputy head of 5 specific archaeological excavations, some of which are almost year-round 

(!). 

 A peculiar intersection of the field and "cabinet" research work of the candidate is his 

participation with reports in 12 prestigious international and national scientific forums. Proof 

of his scientific merits is his participation in 4 scientific projects (two of which – 

international), the established 125 citations of his various publications and his active 

participation (since 2015) in the editorial board of the "face of Bulgarian archeology" – the 

series "Archaeological excavations and research". 

 Assistant Professor Mario Ivanov Ivanov not only satisfies, but also significantly 

exceeds the announced state indicators for holding the academic position of "Associate 

Professor". He is an established, certainly recognizable, authoritative and respected 

representative of the national historical and archaeological community. 

 Based on the above, I strongly express a positive opinion and recommend to the 

esteemed Scientific Council of NAIM-BAS to award Assistant Professor Dr. Mario Ivanov 

Ivanov the academic position of "Associate Professor". 
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 (Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sergei Torbatov) 


