
R e v i e w  

 

Regarding the competition for the academic position of “Professor” in 

direction 2.2 “History and Archaeology (Speciality of Numismatics)” for 

the needs of the Section of Numismatics and Epigraphy at National 

Archaeological Institute with Museum at Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 

announced in State Gazette, issue 91 of 23 October 2020, with the only 

candidate Assoc. Prof. Dochka Ivanova Aladzhova, PhD 

Reviewer: Prof. Anka Dancheva-Vasileva, Doctor of Historical Sciences 

 

Associate Professor Dochka Ivanova Aladzhova, PhD, completed her 

higher education in the speciality of History at St. Cyril and St. Methodius 

University of Veliko Turnovo by obtaining a Master’s Degree in 1976. In 

1987, she defended a dissertation on the subject “Coins and Coin Circulation 

in the Province of Lower Moesia – 395-491” and was awarded the scientific 

and educational degree of doctor (candidate of historical sciences) at 

National Archaeological Institute with Museum at Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences. In the period 1976/1988 she was museum curator at Pliska 

National Historical and Archaeological Reserve and Shumen Regional 

Historical Museum. From 1988 to 1996 she held the position of Chief 

Assistant Professor (1st-degree scientific associate) at Shumen Regional 

Historical Museum. From 1996 to 1999 Dr. Aladzhova was Chief Assistant 

Professor at National Archaeological Institute with Museum at Bulgarian 

Academy of Sciences. From 1999 to 2020 she held the academic position of 

Associate Professor at the Section of Numismatics and Epigraphy at 
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National Archaeological Institute with Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences. The documentation conforms to the requirements laid down in the 

Rules on Implementation of the Development of Academic Staff in the 

Republic of Bulgaria Act. The reference on the minimum national 

requirements under article 2b, paragraphs 2, 3 and paragraph 5 of the 

Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act presents the 

scientific activity of Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova which considerably exceeds the 

necessary criteria for participation in the competition. 

The more important topics in her articles and studies, a total of 94 

published in the period 2000-2020, are: rare 4th-century silver coins; Ancient 

and silver coins “fourees”; 5th-century treasures; rare imperial coins; 5th-

century Byzantine silver and gold coinage; coinage in the 5th c. – a carrier of 

Christian symbols; 5th-century ceremonial imperial marriage solidi; coinage 

of Byzantine empresses in the in the 5th c. with some important ideological 

messages; lead plate standard weights and glass standard weights, the so-

called “exagia.” The research of Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova includes numismatic 

and sphragistic studies also for the period 6th-8th c.   

Some important studies of Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova are the ones on the 

coins and seals, weights and measures, lead plates and others found in 

Serdica and dating from the period 1st-7th c. Some of the topics are: 

beginning of coinage in Serdica – 2nd c.; numismatic data about life in 

Serdica – 2nd-3rd c.; data about Serdica’s history in the 5th c. according to 

coins of Theodosius ІІ (408-450) and Leo І (457-474); lead commercial seals 

from Serdica from 5th-6th c. and ones from 6th-8th c.   

Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova’s interest in coin and sphragistic monuments 

from Serdica logically led to the monograph “Serdica 6th-8th c. Coins in 
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Circulation, Weights, Seals”: her 278-page habilitation work as many of the 

monuments are published for the firs ttime. Her work was discussed at the 

Section of Numismatics and Epigraphy at National Archaeological Institute 

with Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and by unanimous 

approval it was proposed and accepted to be printed in the “Excavations and 

Studies” Series, volume XLV. The monograph comprises: Chapter I. The 

Period 6th-8th c.; Chapter ІІ. Coins in Circulation in Serdica in 6th-8th c.; 

Chapter ІІІ. Weights Found in Serdica; Chapter ІV. Sphragistic Monuments 

Found in Serdica. Conclusion. Literature. Illustrations. A big part of the 

newly-published material is from the sites: Lozenets Complex, Metro Station 

8 – ІІ, Sveta Nedelya – North, Western Fortress Gate, Amohitheatre, and 13 

Veslets. Coins and seals from museum collections in Sofia found years ago 

are also included. The work covers the period from 498, i.e. the year of the 

coin reform of Emperor Anastasius (491-519), and the reign of Emperor 

Heraclius (610-641). After mid-6th century there are no numismatic and 

sphragistic finds in Serdica for a long time. 

Chapter One contains an overview of the historical reality according to 

the written sources. The overview covers the time long before the 6th 

century, i.e. it begins since the end of the 3rd c., and gets to Emperor 

Heraclius as the most important events of the development of the Eastern 

Roman Empire are noted and commented on.  

 In Chapter Two considerable attention is paid to the coins from the 4th 

c. BC to the 6th c. found in Serdica. The key points of coins in circulation 

until early 6th c. are outlines. A number of important theoretical questions 

regarding the three-metal policy (gold, solver, bronze) of the Byzantine 

coinage are examined: the metrological characteristics of the coins, the 
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activity of the mints in the Empire; the devaluation of some of the coins; the 

long-standing use of othersl the state policy on coin control. Coins in 

circulation in Serdica for the period 6th-8th c. is presented by 2 collective 

finds of golden coins: 1/ with 7 tremisses and 2/ with 3 solidi. Two 

collective finds of copper coins from Serdica are published: from Lozenets 

with 43 coins and from Metro Station 8 – ІІ with 23 coins. Some more 

substantial conclusions are: in 6th-8th c. in Serdica 459 bronze cons and 10 

golden coins are identified; the coins are of 8 emperors: Anastasius І (491-

518); Justin І (518-527); Justinian І (527-565); Justin ІІ (565- 578); Tiberius II 

Constantine (578-582); Maurice Tiberius (582-602); Phocas (602-610); 

Heraclius (610-641); There were 8 mints. The coins from Constantinople 

predominate. The const of Anastasius І and Justin І were in circulation for 

more than 30-40 years. The greatest number of coins re of Emperor Justinian 

І. The great importance of the collective find of 23 folles is emphasized, 

which illustrates the greater influx of coins into Serdica until 550 as thereafter 

it decreases. The so-called “reprinted” coins are commented.  

Chapter Three examines the controlling weights from Serdica, i.e. official 

controlling weight standards (exagia). An overview of the studies is made: the 

nature of such artifacts; the controlling authorities at different levels; the 

imperial legislation. Two types of standards are distinguished: 1/ commercial 

and 2/ for coin control. The very precious collective find from the Metro 

Station 8 – ІІ site with 9 bronze weights, 2 made of glass (one is fragmented) 

and parts of scales placed in a wooden box, is published for the first time and 

studied. The find dates to the reign of Emperor Justinian І and is quite rare. 

The great value of the glass exagium is emphasized. The values, forms and 

letter designations on the weights are examined. The set served for very 

precise measurements. They contain information of great significance for 
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metrology, numismatics and finances in the Late Antiquity and, in particular, 

for the domain of commerce and monetary exchange in Serdica in 6th-8th c. 

Chapter Five examines the sphragistic monuments for the period 6th-8th 

c. found in Serdica. In my opinion the content has very important 

significance because it documents the connection of 5 emperors with the city 

during the period. A collection of 48 lead seals and sealings found as a result 

of research in the second decade of the 21st c. in Sofia is examined. It is the 

biggest collection of Late Antiquity seals for Bulgaria. The seals are: 

emperor’s, officials’, private individuals’ and unidentified. 13 emperor’s seals 

are identified. They were found in a stratified environment and this makes 

them especially valuable. The seals are of the following emperors: Anastasius 

І – 1; Justin І – 1; Justinian І – 9; Tiberius II Constantine – 1 and Heraclius – 

1. The seals of Emperor Justinian І are the most numerous. Assoc. Prof. 

Aladzhova identifies with convincing arguments an anonymous seal as one 

of Emperor Anastasius І. The great number of seals of Justinian І is 

explained by his remarkable activity in government and shows the 

importance of Serdica. The ones from the other groups have also been 

identified successfully. The lead plates found in Serdica, 11 sphragistic 

monuments known as signacula from the period 6th-8th c., are examined 

here. These are specific artifacts with inscriptions, monograms, octagonal 

stars and others. The lead plates are presented as monuments with 

information about personalities from the city.  

The monograph of Assoc. Prof. Dochka Aladzhova is the first study of 

its kind of the numismatic and sphragistic monuments from Serdica for the 

period 6th-8th c. collected in an entire work and having been complexly 

studied. They are examined against the background of the historic picture 
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according to written sources. A big part of the finds have been studied in 

publications of the author, and others are introduced into scientific 

circulation for the first time. The key conclusions of this valuable study 

considerably supplement our knowledge of the times of Late Antiquity and 

early Byzantine period of life in Serdica. For instance, the poorly represented 

golden coins confirm the uncertainty and constant threats of invasion. The 

greater number of seals of Emperor Justinian І is a valuable testimony of his 

connections to the civil and military administration of Serdica which could 

only be presumed to exist. A veritable picture is presented of the economic 

life in the city having different dimensions and emphases in the different 

stages of the period. The analysis shows a lasting tendency to the decrease in 

the financial abilities of the population in Serdica which was preserved also in 

the beginning of the 7th c. A number of questions related to new and 

unpublished coin, metrological and sphragistic monuments found in the 

archaeological environment in Serdica are examined on a highly professional 

level. 

The structure of the work is purposeful but the text in Chapter One, 1. 

Historical Context and Scope of the Study, is quite expanded (it starts from 

the 3rd c.) and could be reduced. The text in Chapter Two, 1. Observations 

of the Coins in Circulation in Serdica until the 6th c., is also expatiatory and 

could be shortened in view of a balanced presentation. 

The documented 229 citations for the works of Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova 

in scientific research indisputably speak of her significant presence in the 

field of numismatic research. 

Every researcher engaging in the history of early Byzantine Serdica is 

hampered due to the absence of written evidence for a long period after the 
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6th c. For this reason the monograph of Assoc. Prof. Dochka Aladzhova is 

exceptionally valuable for the history of both Serdica and the transition from 

the Antiquity to the Middle Ages. This great topic cannot be studied without 

an interpretation of the archaeological monuments among other things.  

The overall scientific production contains a number of contributions. 

The more substantial among them are: studying the 5th-century treasures; the 

circulation of coins in Serdica in the 5th c.; the role of empresses for the 

propagation of Christianity and their donation activity is examined for the 

first time; an analysis of the coins in circulation for the period 6th-8th c. is 

made for the first time; finds of coins concealed due to a threat of Barbarians 

are published for the first time; commercial weights from late Antiquity sites 

are published for the first time; publication and analysis of the “exagia” glass 

weights from Bulgaria known so far; sealings depicting tetrarchs, 

mythological and Biblical subjects are identified and published for the first 

time; a new type of seal of Emperor Justin І is identified; seals of Justinian І, 

Tiberius II and Heraclius from Serdica are identified for the first time; a seal 

of Phocas before his accession as emperor is identified for the first time; lead 

plates (signaculum) from Serdica are published and analyzed for the first 

time.  

The overall scientific work of Assoc. Prof. Dochka Ivanova Aladzhova 

commands respect due to the considerable number of publications and the 

contributions made in them. The studies in the period 2000-2020, and mostly 

the work “Serdica 6th-8th c. Coins in Circulation, Weights, Seals”, 

indisputable demonstrate the high level of her professional qualities whcih 

fully meets the requirements for holding the academic position of 

“Professor.” I urge the honored members of the Scientific Jury to elect 
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Assoc. Prof. Dochka Ivanova Aladzhova “Professor” at the Section of 

Numismatics and Epigraphy at Archaeological Institute with Museum at the 

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, which I will do in person with full 

conviction. 

Prof. Anka Dancheva-Vasileva, Doctor of Historical Sciences 

 


