
1 
 

          Review 

          by Prof. Dr. Konstantin Ivanov Dochev 

          in a competition for the academic position of Professor in direction 2.2. 
History and Archaeology for the needs of the Department of Numismatics and 
Epigraphy, announced by NAIM at BAS, Sofia (SG, 91, 23.10. 2020), with 
candidate Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dochka Ivanova Aladzhova (NAIM at BAS, Sofia) 

 

     The colleague Assoc. Prof. Dochka Ivanova Aladzhova is the only applicant for 
the academic position of "Professor" in the competition announced by NAIM - 
BAS, Sofia. She graduated from St. St. Cyril and Methodius Veliko Tarnovo 
University in 1976 as a master in history. In the same year she began working as a 
curator at Pliska National Archaeological Reserve, and from 1988 to 1996 she 
worked at Shumen Regional Museum of History as a curator and research associate 
of the rich numismatic depot of the museum, preserving the large coin collection of 
Dr. Vasil Haralanov. This enables the colleague Vladimirova-Aladzhova to gain 
valuable practical experience in the identification, analysis and subsequent 
scientific presentation of tens of thousands of single coins and hoards, initially from 
the area of the old capitals of Pliska, Preslav, and the medieval Shumen, and then 
from Northeastern Bulgaria as well as other regions of today's Bulgarian territories. 

     As a young scholar, Dochka Aladzhova focused her academic interests mainly 
on little-known phenomena and practices in the use of metallic money in the 
Eastern Roman Empire (4th – 5th c.) and the early Byzantine state (6th – 7th c.). The 
created beneficial collegial environment and methodological assistance by the 
Numismatics and Epigraphy Department at NAIM - BAS, with long-term leader 
Prof. Yordanka Yurukova, had a positive effect on her career development. As a 
result of her academic work came the publication of numerous hoards of golden 
and bronze Roman and early Byzantine coins from the period of 4th – 7th c. from 
Shumen Fortress, the villages of Stan, Voyvoda, Yabalkovo, Vezenkovo, 
Koprivlen and others. The empirical data accumulated led the colleague to 
summarize them in a monographic study of Coins and Coin Circulation in the 
Province of Moesia Inferior 395-491, with which she received the scientific degree 
of Doctor (candidate of historical sciences) (April 30, 1987). Then reports and 
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articles followed on coin circulation in the Roman Empire during the 4th – 5th c., 
with a significant academic contribution, as they for the first time examine some 
completely unknown processes in the manifestation of the functions of money in 
public financial life. On the basis of unemployed written sources, compared with 
the newly obtained data from the numismatic analysis, unknown policies of the 
Roman and Byzantine emperors and their finance ministers are revealed concerning 
the formation of the state budget in the Roman Empire. Her works also consider the 
attempts to balance expenditures with revenues and, above all, the most important 
task of every finance minister (Comes) to maintain and ensure constant, state-
regulated and maintained coin circulation throughout the Empire with supplies of 
golden and bronze coins to all provinces as well as to keep a regulated ratio 
between the golden solidus and the bronze follis. 

     Along with the study of single coins and hoards of the Roman Empire, colleague 
Aladzhova traces several other research topics. From the early years of her research 
she began to study and publish the little known in archeological practice metal and 
glass reference weights (exagia), related to the inspection and control of golden and 
silver coins and other articles of precious metals, as well as daily commercial 
activity in the Roman and early Byzantine administration and civil society. Her 
research includes 16 specific articles and reports on these reference weights, with 
the addition of similar reference samples from later times (10th – 12th c.). Here, too, 
the author has made a personal contribution to the study of the economic history of 
Rome and Byzantium, as her publications on this subject have been cited many 
times at home and abroad. 

     Another parallel direction in the research activity of my colleague Aladzhova, 
with a certain contribution character, is the search, analysis and publication of 
equally curious coin specimens, mainly of gold, about which there was no 
consensus concerning their publisher, although they were known not only from 
private collections, but also from regular archeological sites. These are the so-
called fourrées or serrati - coins minted with speculatively inflated value, mostly 
golden Roman and Byzantine solidi and known from the period of 4th – 11th c. They 
are nomismata with copper or bronze blanks, covered or rather wrapped in a thin 
golden foil. For a long time, they were identified as counterfeit golden coins issued 
illegally by private individuals. On the grounds of specific numismatic data from 
today's Bulgarian lands, compared with data from neighboring countries, colleague 
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Aladzhova has presented reliable arguments that they are in fact coin issues minted 
in relatively small quantities by the monetary authorities in order to save precious 
metal resources. These coins - fourrées with a reduced golden content were mostly 
used in military campaigns to pay Confederates or mercenaries, although there 
have been cases in some later times that they have provoked devastating riots by 
deceived recipients. 

     The research work of Dochka Aladzhova received a beneficial realization in the 
Numismatics and Epigraphy Department of NAIM - BAS, when in 1996 she 
moved from Shumen RMH to Sofia Institute. Her academic productivity also found 
a corresponding objective assessment in terms of career. In December 1999 she 
won a competition for Associate Professor (Senior Research Fellow, II degree) at 
NAIM - BAS, Sofia, continuing to search, register and publish single coins and 
coin hoards from certain sites or from large archaeological complexes. 

     As a summary study, including almost all topics she has developed so far, 
Dochka Aladzhova presents in her monograph of Serdica (6th – 7th centuries). 
Money circulation, weights, seals. This is an original and timely interdisciplinary 
study of the coin finds (single pieces and hoards) from the large city center, as well 
as the accompanying financial instruments for the control of precious metal coins, 
such as coin weights. Samples of sphragistics are also considered, representing the 
state bodies responsible for coinage and regular revenues from taxes and other 
sources. 

     Based on the material known and provided to the researcher, the main goal of 
the monograph is to analyze the still poorly studied coin finds from the period of 
the 6th – 7th c. coming from such a large important administrative, economic, 
ecclesiastical and cultural center as Serdica, with which to complement the overall 
history of the city, remaining important as a public center to this day. 

     Great attention is paid to the position of Serdica in administrative terms in the 
Roman Empire during the 4th – 5th c., as well as in the Rhomaian State during the 
6th – 7th c. On the ground of approx. 460 copper and 10 gold coins, a detailed 
theoretical analysis has been performed of the metallic money used in the sphere of 
everyday life. The role of the Roman and then the early Byzantine model for 
imposing a monetary system based on gold monometallism is underlined, with a 
corresponding basic golden currency - in this case the golden solidus, which since 
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the time of Constantine the Great (306-337) gained authority as international 
currency.     

     The analysis of golden and copper coins of different denominations is 
performed with professional skill and can serve as an important comparative 
material in refining the planning of urban architecture, fortifications, and 
communications. They date the Barbarian attacks and their possible stays in the 
imperial city, which did not lose its importance in the 6th – 7th c.  

     Interesting are the conclusions about the value of copper Early Byzantine folles, 
as Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova explains very accurately, unlike other authors of similar 
studies, that copper coins (folles) have a fictitious, ideal-accounting value, similar 
to current modern coins, as the value has been calculated in accounting nummi. 
Very helpful are her conclusions about the role of the golden tremis (1/3 gold 
solidus) in the daily money circulation, which needed such lower-value golden 
coins, especially in urban centers such as Serdica, with a fast commodity-money 
turnover. 

     Of particular interest is the detailed analysis of the various weights (exagia) to 
measure the exact weight of golden and silver coins and precious metal products 
from the region of Serdica. Different types of these financial control instruments 
are presented, some issued by the government, others - by local traders and 
individuals. All types of exagia for measuring different denominations of golden 
coins (solidi, semisses, tremisses) or monetary amounts of them are illustrated - 3; 
6; 12 solidi or a whole ounce - 27.28 g. Very helpful comes to be the conclusion 
that often, due to local preferences and practices, weight standards were imposed, 
slightly lower than the state ones, such as weights of approx. 0.25 - 0.30 today's 
grams, representing 1/12 or 1/8 of the weight of the solidus (4.50 g). This is the 
first such generalized study and its results can serve as a valuable tool for the 
Archaeological College in finding such coin-shaped specimens. 

     The monographic work includes in detail rarely found sphragistic specimens 
from the period of 6th – 7th c. - a total of 48 seals and commercial leads. The 
comparative analysis of the portrait characteristics of the depicted emperors and 
senior military and administrators on lead and bronze seals is very interesting. A 
corresponding comparison is presented with some historical events and personal 
visits to the city by members of the imperial family or high-ranking aristocrats. The 
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study is accompanied by detailed statistical tables and photo boards, which provide 
accessibility for subsequent work with the presented results. 

     The academic production of my colleague Dochka Aladzhova includes 90 
articles and reports, as well as 3 studies. One of the studies (Salt, Pepper and 
Archeology…) reveals in a very entertaining way some rare objects of gold and 
silver served on the table at that time (4th – 5th c.). 

 

     The contributing elements in the scholarly works of the colleague Dochka 
Aladzhova regarding the coinage and money circulation in today's Bulgarian 
territories during the period of 4th – 7th centuries are authoritative and cover an 
important place in the modern Bulgarian academic numismatics. The ascertainment 
is illustrated by the most objective factor for an academic scholar, and these are the 
numerous citations of her publications at home and abroad. There are 133 citations 
for her published works from the period of 1976 - 2000, and from 2000 to 2020 - 
229 citations or a total of 362 citations. 

     Colleague Dochka Aladzhova is a longtime lecturer in Roman and Medieval 
numismatics at Kliment Ohridski Sofia University, Paisii Hilendarski University of 
Plovdiv and St. St. Cyril and Methodius Veliko Tarnovo University. She has 
participated in 27 international conferences, as well as in two international research 
projects in England and Serbia. 

     The solid academic production, participation in scholarly conferences and 
numerous citations of her works give me the reason to vote "For" the award of 
Associate Professor Dr. Dochka Aladzhova to the academic position of "Professor" 
and to recommend to the esteemed Scientific Jury in the competition for the 
academic position of "Professor" of Archeology (specialty 2.2 History and 
Archaeology), announced in SG 91 of 23.10.2020, for the needs of the 
Numismatics and Epigraphy Department of NAIM - BAS, Sofia, to vote positively 
for the candidacy of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dochka Ivanova Aladzhova with relevant 
documentation in the report to the Academic Board of NAIM – BAS. 

 

January 26 2021                                          Prof. Konstantin Dochev  


