
 

REVIEW 

 

 

FROM: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sergey Borisov Torbatov, NAIM-BAS 

SUBJECT: competition for the academic position PROFESSOR in the field of higher 

education “2. humanities ”, professional field 2.2. History and Archeology (specialty 

"Numismatics") for the needs of the Department for Numismatics and Epigraphy of NAIM-

BAS 

 

 The announcement for the competition was published in SG, issue 8 of 23.10.2020. 

After the expiration of the set term, based on a decision of the Scientific Council of NAIM-

BAS, by Order of the Director of NAIM-BAS a Scientific Jury consisting of 7 members was 

approved. 

 The only candidate in the competition is Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dochka Ivanova Aladzhova. 

 Mrs. Dochka Aladzhova is a graduate of VTU "St. St. Cyril and Methodius”. After 

completing the education course, in the period 1976-1996 she was first a curator, and then - a 

Junior research fellow (Assist. Prof.) in RHM – Shumen. In 1987 Mrs. Aladzhova finished 

her doctoral thesis entitled "Coins and Coin Circulation in the Province of Lower Moesia 

(395-491)", on the basis of which she obtained the educational and scientific degree 

"Candidate of Historical Sciences" (PhD). Since 1996 she had been a Junior research fellow 

(Assist. Prof.) in the Department for Numismatics of NAIM-BAS, and in 1999 she was 

elected a “Senior research fellow” (Assoc. Prof.) in the same Department. 

 Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova presents for participation in the competition an impressive by 

volume and quality scientific production, which is the result of her intensive research work in 

the period from the beginning of 2000 until now – 2 monographs, 92 studies and articles, 1 

review, 36 articles in encyclopedic editions, 7 articles in catalogues and 6 popular science 

articles. The thematic scope is extremely wide and difficult to systematize, as many of the 

issues addressed in the individual publications are closely intertwined and preference for 

some of them could be considered as belittling the author's contributions in other aspects of 

historical search. In the most generalized form, the publications submitted for review can be 

divided into 4 specific scientific fields: numismatics, metrology, sphragistics, history and 

archaeology. 

 



 Numismatic contributions 

 Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova is a proven and established numismatist with more than 40 

years of practice, for which she enjoys a well-deserved authority both in Bulgaria and abroad. 

It is normal for the bulk of her scientific work to be concentrated in this area, but what is 

striking is the incredibly wide chronological scope of her professional interests and 

competence – from the appearance of coins to the end of the Middle Ages. Among the 

publications there are works of theoretical and summarizing nature on coinage and coin 

circulation in the Bulgarian lands in the period from the 6th c. BC to the 14th c. AD (№ 18, 

23, 28, 54, 55, 65, 68), but also such with extreme specificity. Among the latter should be 

noted a series of articles on rare specimens (mainly of precious metal) from various national 

museum collections (№ 3, 5, 16, 29, 34, 36, 39, 47, 48, 56, 83), which are practically 

unknown to the scientific community and have not been used so far as a comprehensive and 

unadulterated source for clarifying important moments in the history of the Eastern Balkans in 

the Antiquity and Middle Ages. 

 Another very wide thematic circle covers the problems of coinage and coin circulation 

in the Bulgarian lands in Late Antiquity. The special emphasis on the 5th c. stands out, which, 

except for testifying to sustainable scientific interests, successfully and significantly enriches 

and builds on the achievements of Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova in her doctoral thesis on this 

inexhaustible and extremely rewarding topic. The series of publications includes the 

promulgation of new collective coin finds (№ 20, 27), clarification of the origin and purpose 

of Christian symbolism on coins of that time (№ 10, 46), various matters and regional 

peculiarities of coin circulation in the 5th c. ( № 15, 20, 25, 26, 27, 40, 50, 51, 61, 63, 79), as 

well as the close relationship between gold minting, financial system and foreign relations of 

the Eastern Roman Empire with its civilized neighbours and the barbaric periphery (№ 21 , 

25, 69). Special attention should be paid to the series of articles related to a very poorly 

enlighted topic in Bulgarian historiography – the ideological aspects of coinage of the Roman 

empresses from the V c. and the rarely depicted on coins scene of "imperial marriage" (№ 38, 

53, 58, 60 , 67, 76). 

 The research work of Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova in another field of numismatic research 

is also of unconditional contribution – that of counterfeiting and the reasons and 

circumstances that caused it. On the basis of unquestionable evidence drawn from written 

sources, the thesis is convincingly stated that this was (basically!) demonstration of strictly 

followed state policy  (№ 4, 8, 12, 52, 86). 



 Along with "cabinet" type of research, the scientific production of the candidate is also 

closely related to "servicing" the needs for competent numismatic assistance of many 

archaeological teams working on the territory of Bulgaria. This is reflected in a series of 

publications on the registered circulation pool in a number of particular sites (№ 6, 9, 11, 17, 

24, 29, 42, 57, 74), which has enabled the archaeologists to significantly refine their 

stratigraphic and chronological field observations. 

 

 Metrological contributions 

 Metrology is very noticeable theme in the scientific work of Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova 

(№ 7, 30, 31, 32, 33, 37, 41, 43, 44, 87). She is not only a proven specialist in this field, but 

also, I dare say, should now be recognized as a leading authority in our country on the 

problems of ancient metrology. Moreover, some of the publications (№ 41, 44) unequivocally 

testify that she is equally competent in the problems of medieval metrology. These works are 

significantly contributive, because, thanks to them, many unknown monuments have been 

introduced into scientific use, which is the necessary prerequisite for a number of fundamental 

matters to be subjected to a thorough analysis and partial reinterpretation, e. g. those 

concerning the system of production and control of standard weights, and respectively – of 

financial control in regional and general imperial terms. I believe that the accumulated array 

of processed primary information and the theoretical works on this issue are a kind of 

"request" from Mrs. Aladzhova to expect from her in foreseeable future a corpus of the 

ancient control weghts from the Bulgarian lands, which undoubtedly would be a 

historiographical contribution of Bulgarian science of world importance. 

 

 Sphragistic contributions 

 The sphragistic theme has been present in the scientific work of Assoc. Prof. 

Aladzhova since 2004, but her first publications in this field are "accidental" and concern 

specific monuments of late date (XV-XVIII centuries), which attracted her interest rather by 

their “extraordinaryness” (№ 19, 45, 49). It should be noted that, despite the chronological 

priorities and biases of the author, the materials are identified and convincingly interpreted 

with enviable skill. Since 2013, ancient and late antique sphragistics have occupied a 

permanent place in the scientific pursuits of the candidate, as evidenced by 16 articles (№ 62, 

64, 69, 72, 73, 75, 78, 80, 81, 84, 85, 88, 90, 91, 93, 94). The vast majority of them are 

original primary publications of completely unknown monuments, and the rest are summary 

studies on certain categories of material. In general, the sphragistic monuments identified and 



introduced into scientific circulation by Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova are a significant contribution 

to world science, and some of them (№ 64, 69, 78, 80, 81,) even bear signs of uniqueness. 

 

 Contributions in the field of history and archeology 

 Although Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova has specialized in her career as a "numismatist", she 

has never ceased to be a "historian", which is her original university specialty. This is quite 

clear even in her publications of a seemingly "pure" numismatic nature, not to mention those 

of theoretical-generalizing nature in the same field. However, there are works of the candidate 

that have a strong historical and archaeological focus. Those comprise the studies on two 

important ancient and late antique settlements in the northeastern part of Bulgaria – the 

Shumen Fortress and the fortified site near Voyvoda (№ 14, 35), the notes on the chronology 

of the late antique fortress Stana (№ 13) and the 36 articles/annotations on ancient sites in the 

Shumen region, published in the authoritative edition "Tabula Imperii Romani. K 35/2. 

Philippopolis” (№ V/1-36). To this group of publications should be added the monograph 

"Salt, pepper and ... archaeology" (№ 2), which is the first and so far the only summarizing 

study in Bulgarian historiography on the role of spices and the way they are served in ancient 

times. 

 

 Habilitation thesis 

 The monograph presented as a habilitation thesis – „Serdica (VI-VII c.). Coin 

Circulation, Weights, Seals”, is a generalizing study on the monetary circulation, metrological 

and sphragistic monuments from Serdica at the very end of Late Antiquity. It is the result of 

more than 20 years of observations and purposeful work by the author on these categories of 

material, which are among the most impersonal sources allowing to supplement, correct and 

reconstruct historical events, processes and trends, as well as various aspects of social and 

economic life in a period characterized by a marked short-fall and ambiguity of written and 

epigraphic information, incomplete even if taken into account the results of the recent 

intensive field archaeological research. It should be noted that the circulation pool and the 

coin-like monuments from Serdica are among the lasting scientific interests of Assoc. Prof. D. 

Aladzhova, as evidenced by 36 of her scientific publications, 13 of which are directly related 

to the topic of habilitation work. 

 The structure of the monograph is logically based and fully compliant with the theme 

and the specific research tasks arising from it. Each of the chapters contains a theoretical part 

and a detailed analysis of the material of the respective type originating from Serdica, which 



clearly highlights the regional and local peculiarities. All available and relevant empirical 

material was used. It should be noted that most of it (73%) comes from a certain 

archaeological context, which makes it a completely adequate and first-class historical source. 

The huge difficulties that accompanied the author in the preparation of the study (and 

successfully overcome by him!) are convincingly evidenced by the fact that the subjected to a 

thorough analysis 459 coins from the period were identified among a huge array of over 9000 

species, most of them – in very poor physical condition. 

 The discussed work truthfully reflects the vicissitudes of the historical destiny and the 

decline of late antique Serdica, defining the second decade of the 7th c. as a probable end of 

its existence as a centre of organized urban life of ancient type. The special value of the 

research lies in the fact that the conclusions and generalizations made in it, which 

significantly enrich the historiographical notions on these issues, are based mainly on 

unknown and hitherto unused source material of numismatic and sphragistic nature. The 

monograph introduces for the first time into scientific circulation 5 newly discovered coin 

hoards, hundreds of single coin finds from archaeological excavations in Sofia in recent years, 

an exceptional collective find and 18 single standard weights, imperial anonymous seal of 

unknown type, as well as 9 monuments from the usually ignored category of the so-called 

signacula. The other metrological and sphragistic monuments included in the study have 

already been the subject of special publications by Assoc. Prof. D. Aladzhova, but here they 

are considered in their entity, in view of the goals and tasks predetermined by the topic. In 

addition to the others, I would like to mention two more contributions that go far beyond the 

local and regional dimensions: 

 - On the basis of specific monuments with reliable dating from Serdica, the prevailing 

opinion in world historiography that block monograms were used until 550 AD has been 

rejected. It has now been established that this practice lasted at least until the last quarter of 

the 6th c. 

 - Again on the basis of monuments from Serdica, the widespread notion about 

scripulum and keration as abstract accounting units was categorically rejected and it was 

proved that these were real units of weight that did exist in commercial practice. 

 Directly or indirectly, the preparation of the habilitation thesis is based on a whole 

series of individual publications by Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova, part of which were already 

mentioned afore (№ 17, 47, 55, 57, 59, 62, 66, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73,  74, 75, 78, 80, 81, 82, 84, 

85, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94). 

* * * 



 Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova's scientific activity also includes participation in 3 

international projects, and the fact that she is an established and respected specialist in the 

field of numismatics is convincingly evidenced by her 26 participations in prestigious 

international and national scientific forums, the impressive number of the established citations 

(229), as well as her constant presence in editorial boards (including as editor-in-chief) of 

authoritative scientific publications. 

 Assoc. Prof. Aladzhova has always managed to skillfully combine scientific activity 

with teaching. Undoubted proof of her high professional qualities are the courses of lectures 

given by her over the years in a number of universities in Bulgaria (Sofia University "St. 

Kliment Ohridski", Plovdiv University "Paisii Hilendarski", Veliko Tarnovo University "St. 

St. Cyril and Methodius", Shumen University "Konstantin Preslavski"), as well as both her 

doctoral students, who already are PhDs. 

 It is evident from the reference for fulfillment of the minimum national requirements 

that the candidate fully complies with the announced state indicators for holding the academic 

position of "professor". 

 This, as well as everything pointed out in the review above, gives me reason to 

convincingly and with pleasure express a positive opinion and to recommend to the esteemed 

Scientific Council of NAIM-BAS to award Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dochka Ivanova Aladzhova the 

academic position "professor" in the professional field "2.2. history and archaeology 

(specialty "Numismatics") for the needs of the Department for Numismatics and Epigraphy of 

NAIM-BAS. 

 

February 22, 2021 

 

(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sergei Torbatov) 


