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D. Vladimirova-Aladzova.  Serdika 6th  - 7th century. Coin circulation, weights, seals.            

(Archaeological excavations and Research XLVI)   ISSN 0205-07-22 (print). Sofia.  

      The monograph includes an analysis of the coins, weights (exagii) and seals found during 

archeological excavations in Serdica over the last 20 years. These artifacts have a direct bearing on trade 

and economic relations in Serdica, revealing the connection between the city and the central government 

in Byzantium. Some of the studied artifacts are unknown until now in science, and the problems posed a 

challenge for any specialist. 

      Despite the huge amount of information about Serdica and the large number of scientific studies 

dedicated to the city, so far the problems of the transition from the late antique to the medieval city and the 

changes that took place in the 6th - 7th century have not been developed. According to archaeologists, 

information about this period is difficult to establish due to the destruction of buildings from the period of 

later Ottoman and modern buildings. Against the background of the limited and not always 

chronologically reliable data from the terrain, the study includes reasonably dated monuments of 

importance for the history of the city during this period. 

      The study is the first experience in the scientific literature, which analyzes the coinage, weights and 

seals of the 6th - 7th century in Serdica. These artifacts illuminate, supplement, and in some cases correct, 

the hitherto known historical and archaeological information about the city during the period of 6th – 7th 

centuries. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova.  Salt, pepper and ... archeology. Faber, 2009.  ISBN 978-954-400-088-2 

      The etymology of words and expressions related to salt has come down to our days mainly from 

Greece and Rome. The Latin word for salt is sal, and salarium means a portion of salt or money given for 

salt to soldiers and officials in general. The information about the use of the word salarium as salary, 

remuneration, we owe to Pliny the Elder, who explains this by the fact that salt was part of the 

remuneration for military service. 

     Sources indicate that in the Romans salt was served on the table, placed in a specially designed small 

vessel called salinum, ie. salt shaker. It was considered an extremely important part of the household and 

passed from father to son. Silver objects became the subject of active trade between Rome and the East 

from the end of the 2nd century BC. onwards. The fashion in the use of these luxury items gives impetus 

to the development of local production, which undoubtedly differs somewhat in style and decoration from 

the imported one. In the scientific literature, information about the ancient forms of vessels for spices 

made of precious metal is very scarce. The book examines the composition of treasures from Nikolaevo, 

Sidon, Shaurs, Vienna (Iser), Hoxne, hich contain statuettes used as a piperatorium for storing pepper and 

exotic spices, and other small bowls of salt defined as salinum. New materials are attracted and analyzed, 

reflecting on their functions and aesthetic models. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Rare silver coins from the 4th AD century from the collection of the 

Historical Museum of Shumen. Numismatics and Sphragistics, VІІ, 2000, 1, 81-85. ISSN 0861-8313 

      The article examines rare silver coins from the collection of the historical museum in Shumen. 

Historical information is given about the emperors to whom the specimens in question belong. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Antique and Medieval Subaerati Coins. Macedonian Numismatic 

Journal, 2000, IV, 45-49. ISSN 1409-5688 
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      This article deals with five antique and twelve medieval subaerati coins from Bulgaria. Most of these 

coins were found in present-day Northeast Bulgaria, which used to be the borderline between Byzantium 

and the Roman Empire. One possible explanation for the appearance of these coins in the policy of the 

powerful state to prevent the outflow of gold into Barbarians’ hands and to save certain amount of 

precious metal for the treasury. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Coins and coin circulation of the settlement in Hisarlaka near Sliven. - 

Excavations and research, ХХVІІІ, София 2001, 97-115. ISBN 954-768-003-X 

       The study examined the coins found in Hisarlaka near Sliven (Tuida Fortress). For the most part this 

late antique coins, single and collective finds. Among the materials there are bronze weights, and seal of 

Prince Boris-Mikhail. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Coin finds from Koprivlen. Roman and Byzantine coins. Koprivlen, 1, 

2002, 261-274, 433-436. ISBN 954-90387-6-9 

        The study examines the Roman and Byzantine coins found during excavations near the village of 

Koprivlen. The presented materials are interesting, and among them there are rare specimens.  

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Coins from the Excavations of the Early Christian Tomb Situated in 

front of the Basilica “Sveta Sofia”- Sofia, 2003.- Numismatica, Sphragistica and Epigraphica, 2004, 

88-92 ISSN 1312-5532 

      The article aims at studying 60 coins, found during the rescue excavations in 2003 of a tomb from the 

necropolis of the basilica “St. Sophia”. The earliest coin, which was identified, belongs to Constantius II 

(351-354), and the latest ones – to emperor Theodosius II (425-450). Among the coins there is a piece 

imitating the official issues of a “cross in a wreath”. 

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Destiny of the Stan and Voyvoda Fortresses in the 5th – 7th Centures 

(According Numismatic Data). – Pliska-Preslav, 9, 2003, 116-121.ISBN 954-8665-38-8 

      The fortress at the village of Stan is known from writer sources since about 100 years. The 

archeological excavations there have been episodically. The numismatic evidence yielded on the site was 

found by means of metal detectors; its greater part is kept in private collections and a smaller one – in 

Varna and Shumen museums. Unfortunately, the way it was found, provided no stratigraphic data. The 

coins from the 4th century BC to the 6th century AD. The only collective find, that was properly 

documented, includes 52 bronze coins – 25 of Anastasius I (491-518), 16 of Justinian (527-565) and 11 of 

Justin II (565-578). The hoard was probably buried at the time of Justin II. 

      The fortress at the village of Voyvoda is identified as the as ancient Dinea. 5 collective coin finds from 

the 5th century were discovered there during archaeological excavations. Their burial could be related to 

the Hun invasions in the second half of the 5th century. We could suggest that this fortress was also 

destroyed in the late 6th century by the Slavs.      

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Shumen Fortress Coins Circulation in the Late Antiquity. The 

Roman and Late Roman City. The International Conference (Veliko Turnovo 26-30 Juli 2000), 

Sofia 2003, 149-159. ISBN 954-91210-8-9 

      The Shumen fortress is situated 3 km to the west from the modern town of Shumen. The archeological 

excavations revealed layers dated back from the Neolithic to the 14 century AD. Among the various 

archeological finds a great number of coins dated from the 4th c. BC to the 15th c. AD were found. The 

Late Antique coins were the most numerous ones. They were related to the semi-urban fortified 



3 
 

settlement, which existed there, having a certain substructure. The study on the numismatic evidence 

revealed the following groups of coins: 

IV century coins – 197 copper coins          1 gold coin (solidus) 

V century coins – 110 copper coins          15 gold coins (12 solidi and 3 tremisses) 

VI century coins – 210 copper coins         15 gold coins (5 solidi and 10 tremisses) 

Total number:        517 copper coins         31 gold coins (18 solidi and 13 tremisses) 

These numbers reflected actual economic processes, developing in the Shumen fortress in the Late 

Antique period. We should add to this data the information about another 8 finds related to the coins 

(measures for control on the coin weight), which were found there: a measure equal to 1 solidus (4 

pieces), a measure equal to 3 solidi (1 piece), and a measure equal to ½ solidus (4 pieces).  

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Provinces of Dacia Ripensis and Moesia Secunda in the Light of 5th 

Century Coin Hoards. – Numismatica & Epigraphica, I, 2003, 83-95. 

 

      The research here presented is based on 45 coin hoards dating from the 5th century, four of them 

coming from the territory of Dacia Ripensis, and 41 - from Moesia Secunda. Dacia Ripensis hoards 

comprise bronze coins only, but nine of the Moesia Secunda hoards contain golden coins, and 32 - bronze 

ones. The observations on the base - metal coins show that usually the pieces of Emperors Arcadius, 

Honorius, and the early ones of Theodosius II belong to face value of AE3, while almost all of the pieces 

issued by the succeeding emperors have face value of AE4. The general impression is that alongside the 

preserved coins, pieces with entirely erased surface, illegible marks, and indistinct images, or half pieces, 

were also in use. Their presence within the money circulation suggests a shortage of currency; therefore 

the demands have prevented 

even spoiled coins from being withdrawn from the market. The fact comes to be a sure indication of 

inflation processes at hand, when the coin loses constantly its own purchasing power. 

The concealment of the hoards is associated with the numerous raids of the Barbarians (Huns, Goths, 

Slavs, etc.) to the south of the Danube River in the course of the 5th century. The hoards’ topography 

shows that they have been discovered in the environs of late Antique centres as Iatrus, Sexaginta Prista, 

Marcianopolis, Abritus, Nicopolis ad Istrum, and Storgosia in Moesia Secunda, and Ratiaria and Castra 

Martis in Dacia Ripensis. The area of present-day Shumen makes exception, producing ten hoards 

altogether. Five of them are attributed to the late Antique settlement near the village of Voivoda, identified 

as the antique Dineia by some competent authors, two - to the Shumen Fortress, and the rest of them 

cannot be related to a site known from the written sources. The analysis of the treasured coins shows that 

all the political and economical processes in the Eastern Roman Empire during the 5th century reflect on 

the currency and their detailed exploration only can bring us closer to the historical reality of the fifth 

century. 

 

 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. About the Origin of the Bronze Die Found in the Shumen Fortress.  

Archaeology, 2004, 3-4, 69-72.  ISSN 0324-1203 

     This paper aims at studying a bronze die found during archaeological excavations at the Shumen fortress, 

which in my opinion is a witness of the events that took place on the Bulgarian territoriesin the 15th century. 

The die is a round bronze plate, yellow-brownish in color, its diameter is 25 mm and the thickness of the 

core is 2.5 mm. On the obverse there are two circles made of convex dots and an inscription + Sn BERNAT. 
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S II GUARDIA situated between them. On the inner field there is a shield (escutcheon), in the center of 

which there is a beehive (travna type) and a stylizes lily (fleur-de-lis). The shield and the beehive are slightly 

concave and this highlights them when stamped – a fact that was especially important when establishing its 

bearer’s identity. There is an eye on the reverse made during the cast which   makes it possible to wear the 

stamp on a string around the neck. 

For the time being it is the only find of this type in Bulgaria. It displays  a combination of many symbols 

and inscription and only their correct interpretation can  provide information about the origin of the die’s 

and its probable owner or bearer. 

There is a cross at the beginning of the inscription, followed by the abbreviation Sn (Saint) and the 

name BERNAT. A full stop separates the first part from the second one – S II GUARDIA, and the letter 

after the full stop could be interpreted in two ways. It could be interpreted as Sigillum (stamp seal) or Sankta 

(sacred) 2nd Guard, an elite unit in the army. The translation of the inscription says “Saint Bernat. Stamp 

seal of (sacred) 2nd Guard” and its meaning reveals the relation between St. Bernat and the Guard 

mentioned. The letters are uncial and their paleographic features are similar to the ones in inscriptions on 

West European coin-like objects dated to the late 14th – mid 15th centuries, inscriptions on weapons, etc. 

The name Bernat is a phonetic transcription of Bernard and is found in the hagiographic literature and is 

usually related to the name of Bernard of Clairvaux. He was a remarkable figure of the Roman Catholic 

church in the late 11th – early 12th centuries and was canonized in 1174. 

      The characteristics of the die from the Shumen Fortress and the historical data mentioned above prove 

that the die should be dated back to the mid 15th century, and its origin – to be related to the high-ranking 

church authority, which was the most active propagandist of the campaign in defense of Christianity. The 

die can be viewed as evidence for the activity of the clergymen of the highest rank during the military 

campaign, when it was used to seal various documents, related to the activity of the God’s servants. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Golden Coin Hoard from Kyustendil. – Numismatica, Sphragistica and 

Epigraphica. 2005, 2, 45-52. ISSN 1312-5532 

      Ten golden coins are discussed. They were part of a hoard of copper and golden coins found in 

Kustendil in 1933 and looted right away. In 1938, solidi of Emperors Honorius – 3 pieces, and Theodosius 

II – 7 pieces from this same hoard entered the depot of the Museum of Archaeology, 

Sofia. The coins of Honorius pertain to two types: CONCORDI A AUGG (2 pieces) and VOT XX MULT 

XXX (one piece); and of Theodosius II – to three types: CONCORDI A AUGG (one piece), GLOR ORVI 

STERRAR (4 pieces), and VOT XXX MULT XXXX (2 pieces). The all three coins of Honorius and four 

of the coins of Theodosius II bear the mark of CONOB, and the rest of Theodosius Second’s – TESOB. 

The Kustendil hoard comes to be one out of ten golden  findings from the 5th century discovered to the 

south of the Balkan Range. According to the special literature up to now, it is the second one known of a 

mixed type (gold and copper) in Bulgaria, and the third one known in Europe. The metrological data of 

the coins match that of the already knownsimilar pieces – 4,31–4,51 gr.The Kustendil hoard associates 

with the history of the Late Antiquity Pautalia. Most probably, its hiding was caused by one of the 

numerous Barbarian raids in the first half of the 5th century. The attacks of the Huns of 447 are suggested 

when some other hoards of copper coins were also buried because of their mass operations. 

 

 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova.  Golden Ring with Inscription from Stan, Shumen Region. - In: Acta 

musei varnaensis. ІІІ/2, Varnа, 2005, 241-245. ISBN 954-427-667-X 
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       In the past as well as today during wedding the newlyweds keep the tradition of exchanging rings. Such 

a gold ring discovered in the Stanata site near Novi Pazar is decorated by an ivy leaf and bear the names of 

the husband Georgin and the spouse Iohannia in conjunction with the function of the ring. It probably dates 

after 5th c. AD. 

 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Vezenkovo Hoard and the Marks of Wealth in the Early Byzantine 

Period. – Numismatica, Sphragistica and Epigraphica, 2006, 3, 159-172. ISSN 1312-5532   

 A hoard consisting of ca. 3 oki (oka –unit of weight equal to 1225 g) of gold coins were discovered in 

the spring of 1910 at the village of Kadar Faklii, Karnobat region (the present-day village of Vezenkovo). 

According to the source of information – Bogdan Filov – the coins were struck during the reigns of the 

Emperors Theodosius ІІ (408-450), Martian (450-457) and Leo І (457-474), and were so well preserved that 

they looked mint fresh. Only 5 pieces belonging to Theodosius II and Leo І werе bought for the collection 

of the National Museum. One more coin from the same hoard, currently kept in a private collection, was 

published in 1996. 

The only coin of Theodosiua ІІ features on the averse a common for the 5th century ¾ facing bust of the 

emperor cuirassed and an inscription: DN THEODOSIVS PF AVG; on the obverse – Constantinopolis en-

throned, holding globus cruciger in the right hand and scepter in the left and an encircling inscription VOT 

XXX MVLT XXXX, in exergue –CONOB – initials of the Constantinople mint. The obverse type of this 

emperor was struck between 430 and 440. 

The coins of Leo І feature the same bust of the emperor cuirassed, ¾ facing and an enclosing inscription 

DN LEO PERPET AVG. The four pieces kept in the Institute of Archaeology and Museum collection and 

the fifth one kept in the Burgas Museum collection bear identical image of Victoria standing to the l., holding 

a long cross, an inscription VICTORIA AVGGG and the number of the officina. In exergue – CONOB – 

initials of the Constantinople mint. The following signs of mints are readable: Г(1 piece), Н (1 piece) and І 

(3 pieces). The uncertain situation in the first half of the 5th century and the Hun invasions in 447 could be 

a probable reason of the hoard burial. The written sources are quite explicit about the fact that the most 

devastating Hun invasion in Moesia and Scythia happened in 447. It seems that the plunderers invaded from 

all direction because they devastated Illyria, Thrace, both Daciae and Scythia, penetrating deep to the south 

as far as Thermopylae. A passional of an anonymous author states that the Huns took one hundred towns at 

that period. 

The information on the studied hoard gives us reasons to assume that so far it is the biggest among the 

5th century gold finds known on the territory of Bulgaria to the south of the Stara Planina Mountain. 

According to its weight (and the number of the coins) it is almost equal to the one from Abritus.  

The same is true for the Bulgarian hoards. The Vezenkovo hoard contains coins of Theidosius II and Leo 

I and according to their characteristics the probable circulation period is ca. 20-30 years. The same is true 

for the Kyustendil hoard. However, the Abritus hoard is the most eloquent testimony of the above. The 

earliest coins in this hoard belong to Theidosius II, and the latest – to Leontius (484-488). 35% of the total 

number of coins belong to Leo I, and 52% - to Zeno.This statistics should be read with open minds , since 

it is quite possible that the composition of the financial resources differed in various regions, so it is likely 

that that our conclusions do not reflect the actual situation and omit certain parameters. At the same time, 

the thesis about the quick retraction of money could not be related to a certain century – the 5th, 6th or 7th 

centuries, all of them demonstrating periods of high and average circulation, the 5th century circulation 

exceeding 4 times that of the 4th century. 

The impressive number of coins in some of the above mentioned hoards could be interpreted in various 

ways: as financial resources gathered by tax collectors and designated for some of the important payments 
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of the state: salaries for the soldiers guarding certain fortresses, cities or passage; ransom payment during 

the numerous invasions of barbaric tribes, etc. Their location – a big city and a strategic passage connecting 

the territories on both sides of the Balkan – could serve certain hypothesis. As for the rest of the hoards 

containing from 5-6 to several dozens of solidi, it is difficult to relate them to big scale activities of the 

Empire, in which they could have been used as a ransom or a tribute for some of the tribes endangering the 

territories of the Eastern Roman Empire. However, this should not be excluded from the list of possibilities 

although it seems more probable that those hoards were related to economic or financial operations within 

the state such as trade, tax obligations, etc. It is worth reminding the fact that during the 4th and the 5th 

century the in kind taxes were gradually replaced by money taxes. The review on the gold hoards discovered 

on the territory of Bulgaria reveals that the ones from the territories to the south of the Balkan contain greater 

number of coins in comparison to those found on the territories to the north of the Balkan. The Kyustendil, 

Gotse Delchev and Vasenkovo hoards provide a good example in this respect. 

. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. About the Coin Circulation of the Settlement of Hisarlaka Hill near 

Sliven. – Archaeology, 2006, 1-4, 187-190. ISSN  0324-1203   

      The article examines coins from the fund of NAIM - BAS, which were found in the village of Hisarlaka 

near Sliven. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. About the Early Byzantine Glass Exagia from Bulgaria. In Miscellanea 

Numismatica Antiquitatis – In Honorem septagenarii magistri Virgilii Mihailescu- Birliba oblate. 

Bucuresti, 2008, 239-250. ISBN 978-973-27-1637-3  

       The article examines the glass exagia found in Bulgaria. The images on them, weight and location are 

described and analyzed. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Six Ounces Weights from Bulgaria. In: Studia in Honorem Aleksandre 

Dimitrova-Milcheva. Southeastern Europe in the Antiquity 6th Century BC – Early 7th Century AD. 

Sofia, София, 2008, 524-531. ISBN 987-954-92181-8-3     

      The present paper focuses on a study of 10 finds from Bulgaria bearing a mark of 6 ounces. The review 

on all weights (exagia) kept in the Bulgarian museums reveals that it is a considerable number compared to 

the published ones on a world scale. Moreover, three of them have not been published or given any 

description until present. Two weight are kept in the collection of the NAIM-BAN (NN 1-2 in the cataloque, 

the first one being known by a photo) and an published one from the collection of the Museum of History 

in Shumen. The review presented above reveals that 6 ounces marked weigths are rare numismatic finds. 

 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The late antique fortress near the village of Voyvoda (Dinea?), Shumen 

region. - Roman and early Byzantine settlements in Bulgaria, 3, София, 2009, 122-135.  ISBN 978-

954-9388-26-8-X 

     A presented study is dedicated to one of the famous late antique fortresses in today's northeastern 

Bulgaria. The fortification and construction of the site are considered in detail. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova.  The control function of the Byzantine state in finance and trade in the 

5th-7th century. In: Problems and challenges of archeological and cultural-historical research. 

Plovdiv 2009, 176-187. ISBN 978-954-423-529-1 

      The article examines the control functions of weights and their role in the economic life of Byzantium. 

Their main purpose was to check the weight of precious metal coins. In addition, they were used to control 



7 
 

weight measures, to check the weight of articles made of precious metal, as well as in the daily exchange 

of goods. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The gold coins of the empresses from the Vth century. In: “Bulgaria, 

Land of the Blessed…”. Memoriam Professoris Iordani Andreevi. Veliko Turnovo 2009, 110-123. 

ISBN 978-954-8387-55-2 

      The article examines the gold coins of the empresses from the 5th century, from the collection of 

NAIM-BAS. These coins are very interesting because, in addition to being money, they also perform 

propaganda functions. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Mediaeval Coin Weights (Exagia) from Bulgaria. – Studia  

Archaeologica Universitatis Serdicensis, Suppl. V. Stephanos Archaeologios in honorem Professoris 

Stephcae Angelova. София, 2010, 679-694. 

      The archaeological artifacts presented in the current paper are not very popular among the researchers. 

The paper focuses on a particular type of bronze coins weight shaped as small conical cups. These weights 

are usually designed in such way that the smaller artifacts fit into the bigger ones and in some cases the 

biggest one is designed like a box with a lid to accommodate the whole set. This type of weights were 

known in almost all European countries in the Middle Ages as well as in the later periods and was used 

together with other types of weights such as discoid, etc. 

      Little attention was paid to these artifacts in Bulgaria until 1980-es. A change occurred after the 

discovery of a set of cup shaped weights in Sofia (the Mediaeval Sredets). Later a publication presenting a 

set from Cherven mentions similar artifacts from Melnik. Mediaeval coin weights from Pliska have also 

been published but they represent a different kind. There is information about cup shaped weights (parts of 

sets) from Veliki Preslav, the village of Mogila, Shumen region and Varna. Sets of coin weights have 

recently been discovered at the fortress of Lyutitsa and Provadia.  

      The exagia that have been published until present date back to the broad time span from the late 10th 

until the late 14th century depending on the type of the archaeological site. 

      The current paper presents the so-called cup shaped weights from Bulgaria published before as well as 

three unpublished pieces from the collection of the National Museum of Archaeology in Sofia. This is the 

first paper, in which all artifacts of this type are presented together. By comparing their parameters we are 

able to trace the connection to the weight systems used in Mediaeval Bulgaria. The discovered complete 

sets of weights as well as parts of them are extremely important artifacts, which reveal the mechanism of 

weight control. Although the number of the studied artifacts is still limited, a systematization of the 

available information will provide an opportunity to define the parameters of the weight standards during 

a comparatively long period – from the late 10th until the late 14th century. 

 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova.  Rare sestertius of Britannicus from Serdica (preliminary report). 

Archeology, 2011, 2, 110-117. ISSN 0324-1203 

 

      The excavations in the centre of Sofia that cover the territory of ancient Serdica, and in particular 

the area to the northwest of the presumed crossroad of the two main streets, cardo maximus and 

decumanus maximus, continued in 2011. A high denomination bronze coin – a sestertius of Britannicus 

– was discovered in the investigated area and more precisely in a wooden dwelling from the earliest 

archaeological layer. The exceptional rarity of this coin and the information it provides 

are the reasons for its early publication, before the other numismatic material. 



8 
 

The description of the coin is as follows: Obverse: TI CLAVDIUS CAESAR AVG F 

BRITANNICVS. Bareheaded, draped bust of Britannicus to the right. A beaded circle, preserved 

in the left part of the coin, is framing the device. Britannicus is depicted as a young man with raised 

head and determined gaze that is emphasized by the wide-open expressive eyes. His nose is straight, 

slightly pointed, the nostrils are emphasized and the lips are slightly open. The hair is curly, combed 

to the left at the forehead; there is a big curl on the pate, while several locks fall free over the back 

of the head, gathered towards the ear. The drapes of the clothing are carefully arranged and fastened 

with a fibula. The inscription’s letters are in relief and correctly written, their size is proportionate to 

the coin and the image that they frame. Reverse: S C. Mars barefooted and fully accoutred: 

Corinthian helmet, a mantle (sagum), pacing to the left. He holds a spear in his right hand, and 

in the left a round shield with a Macedonian star in relief in the centre. Beaded circle. 

The letters are clear, thick and in relief. The image of Mars is very detailed in terms of body, 

clothing and equipment. The bearded face, the details of the helmet and the shield, and the relief 

greaves are noteworthy. The posture emanates vitality and vigour. Aurichalcum, 33 mm, 28.46 g 

RIC I, 130 (note); von Kaenel 1984, Typus A,130, B 3 (Taf. 20, 3). 

      The newly-found coin from Serdica is the fourth of Type A and it is also the best preserved, with 

clearest devices and inscriptions. Two coins of Britannicus found in Bulgaria – one from Aquae Calidae 

and another with unknown provenance – belong to the second, more numerous Type B.  

      The sestertius of Britannicus from Serdica, the fourth of this type in a museum collection, is he only 

one with a clear origin and context. The data from the field show that the life in this part 

of Serdica began in the first decades of the first century AD. This conclusion corresponds to the opinion 

that the coins of Britannicus are among the issues minted for the Roman legions stationed in the Balkans. 

The coin of Britannicus published here is extremely valuable, for it was discovered in a secure 

archaeological context, in a dated layer of ancient Serdica.  

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Gold coins of Leontius II (695-698). - Annual of the National 

Archaeological Museum, ХL In: Honorem Professoris Dimitar Ovcharov. Sofia, 2012, 239-244. 

ISSN 0323-9535 

       The article examines two gold coins (solidus and tremis) from the collection of the National 

Archaeological Museum - Sofia, associated with the short reign of Leontius II (695-698).  

 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Lid for Theriac Drug Jarss from Melnik (Southwest Bulgaria). In: 

HPAKΛEOYΣ ΣΩTHPOΣ ΘAΣIΩN. Studia in honorem Iliae Prokopov. Sofia, 2012, 641-648. 

ISBN 978-954-400-717-1    

       This article was provoked by the discovery of a lid in the course of the excavations of the Holy Virgin 

Pantanassa monastery in Melnik in 2010. It was meant to cover a small vessel or acapsule that was 

probably made offine clay and contained the famous medicine theriac. The lid is made of lead, with 

dimensions 33 mm by 35 mm and with side band that is 5 mm wide. It is slightly deformed and at present 

its shape is not anideal circle but ratheranellipsoid. On the edge of the uppersurface runs the following 

inscription: THERIACA FINA ALL DUEMORIVEN. The emblem ofthe pharmacy-produceris 

represented inthe areasurrounded by the inscription- twobusts of Moors facing each other. They have curly 

hair, wide openeyes, fat lips and long earrings. The inscriptionis correctly written, the images are realistic 

and carefully engraved and they suggest that we are dealing with pure theriac that was produced inthe 

http://series.naim.bg/index.php/ANAM
http://series.naim.bg/index.php/ANAM
http://www.academia.edu/1507526/HPAK_EOY_THPO_A_I_N._60-_HPAK_EOY_THPO_A_I_N._Studia_in_honorem_Iliae_Prokopov_sexagenario_ab_amicis_et_discipulis_dedicata
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pharmacy The Two Moors (Due mori) inVenice. This is the second lid with the initials ofthis pharmacy 

that is found in Bulgaria. 

      Theriac was invented in the 2nd c. BC, in the time of Mithridates VІ, as auniversal antidote tobe 

takendaily as aprophylactic in ordertocreate immunity. Thus, it could be considered anan-

cestorofhomeopathy. Various indispositions and poisonings were treated with theriac, that was used as 

remedy and panacea for everything and. Due toits effect on the organism, it became very recommended 

forchildren, but only foradults. It was distributed inthe shape ofgrains, liquids and ointments that were 

kept inporcelainvessels (capsules). 

      The lid from Melnik is among the few that were found inthe course ofarchaeological excavations, 

afact that gives some credibility toits historic interpretation. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Silver coinage in the 5th century. In honor of Prof. Dr. Miliana 

Kaimakanova. Bulgarian Middle Ages: Society, Power, History. Sofia, 2013, 489-496. ISBN 978-954-

07-3464-4 

     The article examines the silver coins from the 5th century found on the territory of Bulgaria. These are 

rare coins, as during this period silver coins were severely limited. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Gold coins of the Western Roman Empire from the 5th century. – 

Numismatica, Sphragistica and Epigraphica, 8, 2012, 51-62. ISSN 1312-5532 

      One of the characteristics of coinage from the 5th century is the production of a large amount of gold 

issues, a fact that is confirmed by the coins found in Bulgaria. This is not the case with the gold coins of 

the emperors of the Western Roman Empire, who ruled after the third decade of the 5th century, which are 

discovered sporadically. The limited number of coins and the poor knowledge of coinage of the Western 

Roman Empire in the 5th century are the reason for the present study. 

 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Fоure coin of Emperor Theodosius II. - Studies in Memory of Vasilka 

Gerasimova - Tomova, Sofia, 2012, 437-441.  ISBN 978-954-  9472-19-6  

      The object of the publication is a copper gilded coin from the collection of the Archaeological 

Museum in Sofia. It belongs to Emperor Theodosius II (425-450) and was produced in the mint of 

Thessaloniki. The reason I look at this coin is that it is the only known fоure by Emperor Theodosius II, 

with a reverse of this type, which is minted briefly only in the mint of Thessaloniki and so far no copy 

with this seal has been published. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Image of  the Empress – a Token of Trust during the Transition 

from Rome to Byzantium. In: Studies in Memory of Academician D. P. Dimitrov. Sofia, 2013, 578-

585. ISBN 978-954-9472-22-6  

 

      The fifth century is a step from Antiquity to the Middle Ages, but it often remains unnoticed 

in the framework of the 4th-6th c., the history of which is marked by remarkable events and emblematic 

rulers. This is the century of transition from the declining Western Empire tothe rising Byzantine state in 

the East, of victory of the new Christian religion over the old paganism, of ethnic and cultural 

transformations in result of incursions of various peoples in the lands of the Empire. The numerous issues 

of empresses are a specifi c feature of the 5th c. gold coinage. They convey a new image of the imperial 

institution and the image of the Empress becomes a token of trust during the transition from Rome to 

Byzantium. The charitable activities of 5th c. empresses are well attested in the sources: they built 
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churches and orphanages and supported them. The gold coins they gave away not only supported the 

Church fi nancially, but aided its efforts to propagate and strengthen the Christian faith. Christ’s symbols 

on coins complemented, and in some cases probably prevailed over their purely practical value. Support 

for local religious life had fi nancial, but also political aspects – a fact of particular importance in this 

period. Empresses’ coins were a signifi cant ideological resource, a symbol of the state and its prosperity. 

The changes in the female images on coins follow the specifi c political situation and in the same time 

trace out changes in the strategy for gender equality, for the woman’s role and influence in politics. In the 

fifth century, coins were struck only by empresses with the offi- cial title Augusta, acquired after the 

Empress has given birth to the heir to the throne. Empresses’ coins were ideological tool to serve the 

imperial institution – their portraits on monetary issues were symbols of state that legitimate its welfare. 

Changes in devices on the obverse and the reverse resulted from the specifi c political situation, but in the 

same time the coins were meant to „explain“ to their possessors the processes that took place in the state. 

This fact defi ned their double function of a mean that provide information about the politics of the state, 

and of its propagator in the same time. Observations and conclusions, based on 5th c. empresses’ coins, 

could be related to 4th-5th c. counterweght in the form of an empress. At first glance they could seem to 

be different items, but there is a direct relation between them – they are both offi cial instruments of the 

state that follow a uniform weight system. The manufacture and use of weights-statuettes that depict 

empresses is evidence of the policy of the state to use names and portraits of Augustae on instruments of 

power – coins and commercial weights. The twofold nature of these artifacts increased their effect on 

people of varying status – traders, buyers, guardians, state inspectors, etc. Busts exagia of 5th c. empresses 

refl ected the aesthetic taste of the people and further infl uenced its evolution by delicately imposing and 

strengthening the norms of religious conduct. In fact, weights with the portraits of the Emperor or the 

Empress were a summarized symbol of the institution of the ruler that guaranteed for the weight’s 

accuracy. Along with such weights, others were manufactured with the images of deities of the Roman 

pantheon, illustrating that the Emperor’s authority, powers, and infl uence were equal to those of gods. 

Images of empresses on coins, weights, and other items from the 5th c. contributed in a way for 

overcoming the „social inversion“ in society that occurred after Christianity was established as official 

religion. They were part of the propaganda about the role of the woman in the new Christian society, a 

symbol of trust to the institution of the Emperor and the state. 

 

 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova.  About the Sixteen Nummi Coins of Emperor Justinian I- 

Numismatica, Sphragistica and Epigraphica, 9, 2013, 93-100. ISSN 1312-5532 

      The intensive archaeological excavations in the center of ancient Serdica (present-day Sofia) in 2010-

2012 brought to light a large number of numismatic and sphragistic finds.  The 6th century coins of 

various denomination and issues have a special importance. Part of the newly acquired information 

concerns the 16 nummi coins issued by Emperor Justinian I in Thessalonica. Their number in Serdica 

exceeds many times the number of the 16 nummi coins discovered in Bulgaria until present.   

      The comparison between the information provided by the archaeological excavations, the written 

sources and the sphragistic finds suggest that the issue and the distribution of these coins was a result from 

certain historical events which took place in the 6th century in this region. In general the new data 

contributes to our knowledge on the ways and the regions of distribution of the coins issued in 

Thessalonica. 
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D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Тhe beginning of Serdica’s coinage. – Аrchaeology, LIV, 2013,1, 97-101. 

ISBN 0324-1203 

      In the summer of 2013, during archaeological investigations in the centre of ancient Serdica, a 

bronze coin of the city was discovered – of type that was unknown so far in the literature. The coin 

is relatively well preserved, without accretions and the usual patina on the metal, probably because of 

its contact with mineral water that filtered in the layer, in which it was discovered. The coin is of Emperor 

Marcus Aurelius (161-180) (Fig. 1), with the following description: 

Obverse: .....І М АVР...... Bust of Emperor Marcus Aurelius with his typical hairstyle, rendered in large 

locks, to the right. Beaded circle around the image. 

The preserved letters on the obverse belong to the inscription АV КАІ М АVРНАNTΩNEINOC, 

inscribed on coins of Marcus Aurelius. 

Reverse: The Three Nymphs in long chitons, with hairs tied up in buns, standing facing. The 

heads of the two on the sides are turned to the one in the middle and each one of them has its hand on one 

of the shoulders of the central figure (the left hand of the one on the left, and the right hand of the one on 

the right); in their other hands, each one holds a spindle. The central figure is facing, holding a spindle in 

her right hand, while the left one hangs at ease by her side. In the field beneath the figures, there is an 

inscription СЕРΔΩN. Beaded circle around the image. The coin is made of bronze, 18 mm in diameter, 

weighing 3.30 g. 

       The coin from the excavations of Serdica differs from the specimens, published by Staal and 

Hristova/Zhekov. The spindle is related to three other deities – the Parcae, worshiped as goddesses of 

destiny. Thus, the faith in the three health bearing nymphs is combined with the worship of other three 

female deities that spin the line of life and predefine its end. Probably, earlier or local beliefs influenced 

the emergence of the syncretized image of the nymphs on the coins of Serdica of the 170s. The monetary 

signs of Marcus Aurelius (161-180), minted in Serdica, and of Lucius Verus (160-169), minted in Augusta 

Traiana, depicting nymphs holding spindles, suggest a cult that was widespread in Thrace, with added new 

elements, illustrated in the iconography of the three goddesses. However, the coins with the depictions of 

nymphs are of the smallest bronze denomination and are only a few, which could indicate that these 

functions of the Three Graces were of limited popularity. The newly-published coin of Marcus Aurelius 

from Serdica enriches our knowledge about the beginning of this city’s coinage and expands the repertoire 

of the known depictions of the Three Nymphs in 2nd c. Thrace. 

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Numismatic Data on the Life in Serdica in 2nd - 3rd C. AD (Lot Vesletz 

13). – Proceedings of the Museum of History Shumen. Shumen, 2014, 16, 339-346. ISSN 0861-

958112                                            

      Several years ago the beginning of the life in ancient Serdica was dated back to the reign of Emperor 

Trajan related to the establishment of a number of towns in ancient Thrace. The archaeological 

excavations carried out in the central part of ancient Serdica (the modern city of Sofia) brought to light 

important information and a huge amount of artifacts including numismatic finds. Several thousands of 

coins were unearthed and the ones issued in the 2nd – 3rd c. AD, which shed light on the early history of 

Serdica unknown until present, are especially interesting. 

The general characteristics of the 2nd – 3rd c. coins yielded by the recent archaeological excavations in Serdica 

provide important information about the establishment and the development of the town in this period. 
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 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Coins, the Royal Couple and the Christian Ideology in the 5th 

Century. In: The city in the Bulgarian lands (according to archeological data). Shumen, 2014, 155-

162. ISBN 978-619-00-0                                                    

      The 5th century symbolizes the transformations in society and the transition from paganism to 

Christianity, from Roman to Byzantine Empire. The establishment of new socials and governing norms 

impacted art as evidenced by the survived artifacts. Consequently, coins can be viewed as a mirror of the 

time and the processes taking place at any particular time history. As example of this are the 

commemorative gold coins – solidi – issued on the occasion of the wedding of Emperor Valentinian III to 

Licinia Eudoxia, the wedding of Emperor Marcian to Pulcheria and the wedding of Emperor Anastasius I 

to Ariadne. These solidi are rare and interesting coins whose images and interpretations symbolize the 

introduction of the Christian rituals in the everyday life. The analysis of the marriage solidi defines two 

interconnected ranges of problems: numismatic and ideological. 

      With the issue of commemorative gold coins, the state presented the emperor’s wedding as an act 

blessed by God. At the same time, varying the visual model contributed to the legitimization of the role 

and the authority of the empress in the 5th century. 

      The minting of the 5th century commemorative coins described above follows the tradition of the 

Roman imperial marriage coins on which the emperor and the empress join hands under the supervision of 

the pronuba Concordia, the personification of concord. However, during the transition from paganism to 

Christianity, from Rome to Byzantium, the marriage solidi were assigned additional functions. They 

promoted the power of the emperor, given to him by God, and confirmed the significance and the 

authority of the empress as well as her role in the state and church affairs. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Coin of Septimius Severus from Galatia found in Serdica. - 

Numismatica, Sphragistica and Epigraphica, 10, 2014, 51-56. ISSN 1312-5532 

      During the excavations of the Western fortress gate of Serdika, along with the real architectural 

monuments, many coins were found. They belong to the period 2 - 4 centuries, with the percentage of the 

specimens from the late antique epoch predominating. Among the early coins there are interesting 

specimens, such as the coin of Septimius Severus (193-211). It has the following description: 

Overs: AVTK ΛCЕПT CЄOVHPOCA Bust of the emperor with a laurel wreath, right. 

Revers: MHTPOPOΛЕ ANKYPAC Zeus with a beard, wrapped in a mantle, with bare breasts, sitting on a 

throne, left; in his right hand he holds the patera, in his left a scepter. 

AE, 30 mm, 16.90 g. 

A coin was struck in the city of Ancyra in the Galatia region. So far, this is the most remote area 

represented in the coinage of Serdica in the period 2rd –3th  c. Ancyra (modern Ankara) is the capital of 

the Roman province of Galatia. The city is a major commercial and administrative center, and its location 

in central Asia Minor predetermines it as a crossroads of trade between front Asia and Europe. 

      Coins of Emperor Septimius Severus minted in Ancyra are rare. The coin is of the sesterce 

denomination and testifies that the banknotes of the eastern Roman provinces participated in the money 

circulation in Serdica and were valued as regular means of payment with an effective purchase rate.       
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 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Coins of Empresses Aelia Eudocia, Aelia Eudoxia and Licinia 

Eudoxia and the data from Bulgaria. Proceedings of the Museum of History Shumen, 2014, 15, 106-

126.  SSN 0861-958112 

      Archeology still owes an answer to the question: what was the reason that in 5th century coins of nine 

empresses and one of a sister of an emperor were emitted. This makes the coin minting different from the 

previous 4th century when during the government of fourteen rulers only six emperors’ wives had their 

own coins. It does not resemble to that from 6th century when only on the bronze nominal of Justin (565-

578) the emperor was represented with his wife Sophia.  

The article considers the coins of the empresses Aelia Eudoxia, Aelia Eudocia, and Licinia Eudoxia. The 

ties of relationship and the proximity in the spelling of the names cause problems in their identification 

and dating. In the exposition the coins of the three Augusts of gold, silver and bronze are represented. In it 

for the first time the unknown so far miliarenzia of Aelia Eudocia is published. Few specimens with the 

images of the enumerated women rules have been found in Bulgaria. 

 D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Seal of Emperor Heraclius (610-640) found in Serdica. – Bulgaria 

Mediaevalis, 4-5, 2013-2014, 19-23. ISBN 1314-2941 

       During the excavations in Serdica a seal of Emperor Heraclius (610-640) was discovered. It has the 

following description: 

Obverse: The Virgin Mary, opposite, holds Christ in front of her with both hands. In the field on the left 

and right isosceles cross. 

Reverse: Around the inscription NNh RAC……., a bust of Heraclius with a short beard, on the right, a 

smaller bust of Heraclius Constantine, beardless; both are crowned with a cross, in a division and a 

chlamys. 

This is the first seal by this ruler discovered during archeological excavations of a stratified site in 

Bulgaria. The dating of the newly discovered seal of Emperor Heraclius coincides with the time of decline 

and destruction of the city of Serdica in the last years of the 6th  century.   

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Silver Minting Аmidst Rome and Byzantium. – Scripta Antiqua 4, 

Moskva 2015, 551-553.    

 

       The article examines a silver coin from the collection of NAIM-BAS, which has a face value of 

half a siliqua. This denomination, which is minted in Western mints, has two periods of distribution. 

The first - the last decades of the 4th century to the middle of the V century and the second - the 70s 

of the 5th century until its end. Initially, these coins were issued only in connection with certain 

ceremonies, but after 447 during the Ostrogoths, it became a regular currency. 

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Early Byzantine seal from Nessebar. - Numismatica, Sphragistica and 

Epigraphica, 11, 2015, 129-132 51-56. ISSN 1312-553 

 

      During the excavations in Nessebar in 2006 a lead seal was found with the following description: 

Obverse: In a beaded circle inscription in four lines: 

+ ΘЄ                                            + Θ[ε] 

OTOK                                             οτό[ϰ] 
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ЄBOH                                              εβο[ ή] 

ΘЄH                                                  θη 

Reverse: In a beaded circle inscription of two lines: 

МІХ                                         Мɩχ 

AHɅ                                        αήλ 

In Bulgaria, a seal with these characteristics has not been published. The seal belongs to a private person 

named Michael. Based on the discovered numismatic material of the site, the seal can be dated to the 7th 

century. 

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova, Alena Tenchova-Janzik.   Coin Circulation in Medieval Bulgaria Recent 

Coin Finds from the 13th and 14th centuries. 2016, 3-9.  

 Round Table: Ckanges et Échanges Monétaires Autour de la Méditerranée Orientale Aprés 1204 - 

http:byz2016.rsprogram-2jeudi-25-08-2016lang=en 

 

The topic of the exhibition is the coin circulation and the coin finds from the period of the 13th-14th 

centuries from the territory of Bulgaria. The discovered coin finds during archeological excavations from 

the last 10 years are presented. 

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Numismatic data on syncretism in the cult of the three nymphs in the 

2nd century – In: „Thrace and the surrounding world”. 2016, 326 -333. ISBN 978-619-00-0528-5 

 

      The article examines a coin minted in Serdica during the reign of Emperor Marcus Aurelius. The three 

nymphs on the reverse of the coin hold a spindle, an object little known on numismatic monuments. The 

spindle as an object is associated with three other deities - the Parks. In Roman mythology, they are 

goddesses of fate. Belief in the three healthy nymphs is combined with reverence for other female deities 

who pass the thread of life and determine its end. For the formation of the syncretic image of the nymphs 

on the coins from the second half of the 2nd century in Serdica, under the influence of old or local beliefs.  

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Christianity and the Empresses in early Вyzantium: Byzantium. In: 
“The Multicultural man” 2, Sofia, 2016, 64 -77. ISBN 978-619-176-080-0 

 

      The article examines the charitable work of the empresses of the 5th century. The topography of the 

discovered gold coins of empresses from the 5th century coincides with the churches or episcopal centers 

from the 4th-6th century discovered in the same area. This gives grounds to look for the connection of 

these coins with the religious life in the region and the use of the coins as an instrument of the imperial 

institution in the propaganda of the Christian religion through charity. 

   D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Pre-monetary currency types from Apollonia and Urdovisa on the 

Black Sea coast. K. Bacvarov, Ralf Gleser (eds.) Southeast Europe and Anatolia in prehistory: 

essays in honor of Vassil Nikolov on his 65th anniversary. (Universitätsforschungen zur 

Prähistorischen Archäologie 293) Bonn: Habelt, 2016, 526-531  ISBN 978-3-7749-4066-6  

      The article presents newly discovered pre-monetary currency types - arrows and dolphins from the 

excavations of the sites in Sozopol and Kiten. 
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D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova.  A Lead Seal of Constantine the Great from Serdica. Studia  Academica 

Šumenensia by the University of Shumen Press, 3, 2016, 82-88. ISSN  2367-5446  

      The subject of the current paper is a lead seal found during the excavation at the Western Gate of 

Serdica in 2014. The obverse of the seal is a round flat surface, one part of which has been destroyed. 

Three figures are located on a restricted field. The central figure is a bust en face with an elongated neck; 

to the left and to the right of the bust there is a head in profile, turned to the left and to the right 

respectively, with their backs to the central figure. The flanking images differ from each other in size and 

position to the central bust: the left image is larger and is situated higher in comparison with the right one. 

There are no traces of any inscription or single letters. 

      The reverse of the seal is convex, slightly conical. At a certain distance from the base, there is a 

groove with two openings at the ends. It was for the strings with which the various containers (bags or 

packing-cases) filled in with duty-paid and marked goods were tied up. The seal measures 16/17 mm and 

it weighs 14.59 g. 

      It has to be pointed out that the arrangement of the figures on the seal from Serdica with a central bust 

en face and two flanking heads in profile with their backs turned to the central figure, is a novelty in the 

iconography on the lead seals and tesserae. I believe that the images are of Emperor Constantine I and his 

sons Crispus and Constantine II. The former was Caesar of the West and the latter of the East. The two 

Caesars celebrated together their quinquennalia in 321 AD. The first ceremony occurred on January 1, 

321, when Crispus and Constantine II jointly assumed their second consulates at Serdica, the provincial 

capital that in recent times Constantine had declared his „new Rome“. In my opinion, the arrangement of 

the figures provides grounds to suggest that the seal was issued on the occasion of this anniversary. In any 

case, it cannot be dated back later than 326 AD, the year Crispus was executed. 

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Worshipped Gods in Serdica. Asklepios – Proceedings of the Museum 

of History Shumen, 17, 2017, 160-164.  ISSN 0861 – 958   

      One of the leading locations in the pantheon of the officially worshipped cults in Serdica during the 

Roman Period is occupied by the cult of Asklepios, connected to the healing properties of the warm 

mineral spring on the territory of the city. 

The tessera found at archeological excavations with the face of Asklepius is published in the article. The 

tessera is an extremely interesting and rare artifact. It not only emphatically affirms honouring the deity in 

the city, but also gives directions to more detailed information concerning the very rites in the temple of 

Asklepius. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Gold coin of Emperor Theodosius II from ancient Serdica. - 

Proceedings of the Museum of in Razgrad. 2, 2017, 520-523. ISSN 2367-6337 

      The article presents a gold coin of Emperor Theodosius II, which was discovered during excavations 

in Serdica. It has the following characteristics: obverse: DN THEODOSIVS PF AVG Bust of the emperor 

¾ opposite, in military attire - armor, shield on which is painted a horseman and a spear; on the head with 

a tiara and helmet. reverse: SALVSREI * PVBLICAEZ Theodosius II (right) and Valentint III sat on a 

double throne opposite, dressed in consular robes and with a halo around their heads; in his right hand 

everyone holds a map, and in his left - a cross with a long handle. Star above the head of Theodosius II. 

down CONOB. The solidus dates from the period 425-429. 
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D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. A Seal of Prisk from Serdica. - Bulgaria Mediaevalis, 7, 2016, 33-38. 

ISBN 1314-2941 

      The article published a seal of General Prisk, found during excavations in Serdika. The seal is the only 

one so far found in a territory far from the Danube Limes. Most likely related to the battles of the 

Byzantine army in the Western Balkans.  

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. A Seal of the Emperor Tiberius II Constantinus from Serdika  – 

KRATISTOS Volume in honour of Professor Peter. Sofia, 2017, 627-632. ISBN 978-954-07-4309 

 

      After the glory of Serdika in 4th century, the Barbarian attacks and the fire destruction in the 

following centuries in 6th century the city established its place as an important settlement on the 

Balkans again. Evidence for this are the results of the archaeological studies on the territories of the 

ancient city and the underground material found. The great number of discovered coins argues for a well-

developed market, and the sphragistic artifacts, among which rare items show the significance, which 

Serdika from the late antiquity had for the emperors, the administration and supreme commanders of the 

sixth century. In the following information I present a seal of the Emperor Tiberius II Constantinus (578-

582), found at site Metrostation II 8-East. It has the following description: Obverse: Beardless bust of the 

Emperor Tiberius II full face, a tiara with a cross on his head, dressed in a consul’s gown (divitision u 

loros). On both sides double pendalia drop. In his right hand he holds a mappa. The right half of the 

nucleus is damaged and the left hand is not seen, holding a sceptre, completed with an eagle crowned with 

a cross. 

In circumference there are parts of an inscription…b CO…[D(ominos) n(oster)] [Ti] b [erius] CO 

[nstantinus] [perpetuus augustus] 

Down on the left a part of a grainy circle is preserved. 

Reverse: A cross with prolonged vertical hasta, the ends of the cross end with short limiting hastas. A 

circle inscription:… IA AV. [Victor]ia au [gg] 

Lead, 17/21mm; thickness 3mm; 8,20g 

The nucleus is severely damaged, the metal is under corrosion and on it there are ineluctable 

deposits. 

Flavius Tiberius Constantinus became a part of the imperial administration about 574, when 

the emperor was still Iustinus II, a fact, evidenced by an emission of golden coins with the faces of both 

emperors. During his independent rule TiberiusII (578-582) achieved success in the war against Persia, 

but he had problems in Italy, where the Longobarda settled permanently on the 

territories conquered by Iustinus II.The connection between the golden nominalia and the seals of the 

Emperor Tiberius II is determined in the use of common elements in their iconography. 

The evidence from Bulgaria shows that the seals from 6th-7th centuries are comparatively 

rare – from the 3,500 itemized bullae, only 350 (10%) are associated to this group. The emperor’s 

specimens in that mass are less than a hundred, a statistics valid for the Balkan territory, too. The seals of 

Tiberius II are dated most generally to the years of the rule of the Emperor 578-582. The short government 

of the ruler and the lack of information about the situation of finding do not allow more precise dating. 

The seal of Serdika is the only so far, suitable for a more exact definition. Firstly, this is the image on the 

face of the seal, where the Emperor is depicted in consul’soutfit, mappa and a scepter with an eagle. It is 

known that in 579 Tiberuis II was made a consul and at that occasion the so called consul’s solids were 

minted. It is logical in the same year the seals with the consul’s image, as well as the jubilee solids to have 
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been made. Indirect evidence supporting the speculations about the dating of the seal of Tiberius II of 

Serdika is an epigraphic artifact, found in Serdika. According to the opinion of Nikolai Sharankov 

the inscription dates from 579 AD. 

      In conclusion I must note that the mentioned seal of the Emperor Tiberius II, found in Serdika, dated 

to 579 and the inscription from the same year are the main source for evidence of the central rule of an 

important to the empire city. Having in mind both artifacts we can speak about a special attitude of 

Tiberius II Constantinus to Serdika. 

  

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Numismatic Data on the  History of  Serdica in the 5th C. 

 – Numismatica, Sphragistica and Epigraphica, 13., 2017, 183 -190 ISSN 1312-553 

      The history of Serdica in the course of the 5th c. is associated with enemy threats on the part of huns 

and goths, sieges and conquest of the city. In his chronicle the Antique author Priscus the Thracian 

mentions Serdica three times in connection with the huns’ invasions; one of them was in 448 and he notes 

that the town was destroyed. In 466 – 467 the huns again attacked from the northwest, crossing the 

Danube River and then today’s Northern Bulgaria to reach Serdica. They were stopped by Anthemius, 

commander of the Imperial army and the firmly fortified walls of Serdica prevented the enemy from 

rushing toward the centre of the Empire. Among the great number of coins from the 5th c. found in the 

course of the archaeological research in recent years the pieces of Emperor Theodosius II (408-450) and 

Leo I (457-474) prevail including a golden coin of each of them. During campaign 2016 in the northern 

sector of St. Nedelya Square more than 500 coins from the 4th – 5 c. were discovered. The latest of them 

belong to Emperor leo I (457-474) coming from the large building N 1. In the final quarter of the 3rd– 

early 4th c. the latter underwent serious reconstructions; new walls were built duplicating the beds of 

demolished earlier walls and others were flattened to the new floor levels in some of the rooms. The floor 

in the side parts of the large room was raised with a padding of stones and sand, and the whole space was 

covered with a pavement of slabs nearly rectangular in shape. probably it was designed as a yard or open 

space. In parallel with the channel stone chutes for atmospheric waters were running reshaped from 

cornices. Most of the area of the building was revealed and explored to the floor levels in the rooms from 

the 5th c. One of the southern rooms contained a layer of destructions and traces of fire, with burnt pottery 

and sacks with cereals and bean cultures (wheat, rye, peas and lentils). The coins were spread all over the 

room floor. They are in a poor condition due to the fire. The preserved pieces in the hoard are less than 

10% asapproximately 15% of them allow partial or complete identification. The rest are highly 

fragmented. The compromised surface and integrity of the coins makes their identification difficult and in 

certain cases – almost impossible. Nevertheless, the analysis of these coins provides important information 

about the history of Serdica in the 5th c. 

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Christianity and the Empresses in early Byzantium. -“The 

multicultural Man”, 2 Sofia, 2016, 64 -77. ISBN 978-619-176-080-0 

 

      The sources speak eloquently about the extreme charity of the empresses from 5th century. They built 

temples, orphanages and supported their work. Their mission was spread all over the empire, which is 

proved by the discovered coins of theirs. The golden coins which they donated 

not only supported the church financially, but also helped their activity in disseminating and establishing 

the Christian religion. The signs of Christ complement and in separate cases prevail over their pragmatic 

properties. The difference about the view about the role of the monetary units  of the empresses is that 
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their „spiritual value“ in 5th century was also an important means for the state politics not only a medium 

of exchange. The support of the religion life at places had not only financial dimensions, which for that 

age was of extreme importance. That process underwent in an atmosphere of impoverishing of the town 

population, as the church advanced economically with the help of the state. That explains the fact why in 

the church buildings and around them such a great amount of coins from 6th century has been found, but 

near the public ones they decreased at the end of 4th century. The discovery location of the coins of the 

empresses clearly shows the area and the sites, connected with charity and religious activities of the 

Augusts. At the dissemination and establishing the Christianity the state used all possible means. It was 

imperative because of the heterogeneous ethnic structure of the population of Trace and Dacia during 4th–

6th centuries, which created conditions for arising of various diversions from the Christian religion – the 

heresies.The inspection of the location of findings golden coins of empresses shows that they were 

discovered in/or at a short distance from the region of the Late Antiquity settlements and fortresses: 

Abrittus (now Razgrad), Beroe – Augusta Traiana (now Stara Zagora) Nicopolis ad Istrum – the old 

settlement near the village of Dichin, Kyustendil, Nicopolis ad Nestum (now Gotse Delchev), Strogovia 

(Kailuka – Pleven), Ryahovets, Sadovets, Tuida (now Sliven), Philipopolis (now Plovdiv), the fortress of 

Shumen. The listed places coincide with the territories with bishop centers, significant population and 

outstanding Christian temples from 4th and 5th centuries. It gives a good reason to search the connection 

between the gold in question, the cult artifacts and their religious meaning.During the Late Antiquity the 

role of the bishop institution increased rapidly, not only in the church life, but also in the civil ruling 

system. The area bishops began to take active part in the control of the towns, occupying a great deal of 

the town curia functions. That happened with the blessing of the emperor’s power, which gave such 

authority to the bishops, so that they were able to control and inspect various decisions of the non-clerical 

authorities. The topography of the monetary unit subject of the article is a good token in their 

interpretation as a means of propaganda of the still new Christian religion where the preliminary and 

dictatorial reasons of the emperor institution could be seen. The coins are subject of this study; they 

concentrate the ideological power in the image of August. Coupled with the Christian symbols they 

outline a spiritual vector in their dissemination. Thus the commercial role of money was combined with 

their spiritual mission to help the church establish the faith in Christ. 

 

D.Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Late antique artefacts with biblical storylines found in Serdica. – Studia  

Academica Šumenensia. Transition from Late Paganism to Early Christianity in the Architecture 

and Art in the Balkans. Vol. 4, Shumen University Press, 2017, 202-207. ISSN 2367-544    

   The subject of the present article is two lead artifacts, uncovered at the archeological explorations of 

ancient Serdica. 

      The first artefact is a commercial seal, which is a rectangular lead plate with rounded corners and 

dimensions of 17/23 mm. On the obverse side is depicted a straight human figure between two lions, one 

moving to the left, the other to the right, both of them with heads facing backwards towards the central 

figure. The latter figure is partially preserved because its place coincides with the duct of the cord, which 

was used to attach the commercial seal to the container or the package subject of trade. 

The reverse side is a convex smooth surface with oval shape and dimensions of 15/19 mm. The weight of 

the seal is 20,08 g.    

According to the iconographic standards, the image on the seal is associated with the Old Testament 

parable of Daniel in the lion's den. The image of Daniel is one of the earliest Christian symbols.  
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      The second artefact is a lead, double-sided round plate with a diameter of 23 mm; thickness of 3 mm 

and weight of 4.42 g. On the conditionally accepted as a front side, is depicted a beardless young man 

wearing a short tunic tightened in the waist, holding with his hands a sheep, which is placed on his 

shoulders. Below, on both sides at his feet there is a sheep- one moving to the left and and the other to the 

right with heads turned back towards the young man. It is assumed that this scene represents the image of 

the Good Shepherd who symbolizes the Savior in the early years of Christianity. 

On the reverse there is an image, similar to the one depicted on the seal - Daniel, hands uplifted in prayer 

standing between two lions. On the periphery of the plate there are two concentric circles with tilted short 

lines between them. The described two-sided artefact refers to the group of tesserae. 

      The examined monuments from Serdica originate from the strata in the city and are related to a certain 

archaeological context. Data coincide with the time of the end of the 3rd and 4th centuries, when the 

described above scenes with their style peculiarities and iconography are popular among the population.  

 D. Aladzhova. The Impact of Christianity on the Marriage Solidi of  the 5th Century. Interfnational 

Scientific Conference „ The Basilica of St. Sophia During The Transition fro Paganism to 

Christianity“  Sofia, March 11–13, 2014. - Serdica – Sredets – Sofia, VIII, 2018, 387- 396. ISBN 978-

954-00-618-21-09  

      The topic " The Impact of Christianity on the Marriage Solidi of  the 5th Century" is not set and 

developed in the Bulgarian scientific literature. The ceremonial solidi from the 5th century are a novelty 

for the iconography of the transitional coinage between Rome and Byzantium. These coins are issued on 

the occasion of the marriage of the emperor or a member of the imperial family. Solids are minted in 

limited emissions and this is the reason why only a few specimens have survived to this day. They were 

cut off on the occasion of the marriage of Emperor Valentinian III to Licinius Eudoxia; Emperor Marcian 

with Pulcheria and Emperor Anastasius I with Ariadne. 

   On the reverse of the coins is the emperor with the standard inscription for the V century, with his name 

and titles. On the reverse side there are different variants of the presented images. Under Valentinian III - 

the newly weds are on both sides of Emperor Theodosius II - the bride's father (Licinia Eudoxia), the three 

are in ceremonial attire and with a halo around their heads. In Martian - in the middle between the 

imperial couple is represented Christ blessing them, all with a halo around their heads. In the solidi of 

Emperor Anastasius I, Christ blesses the newlyweds with crowns on their heads with a cruciform halo. 

      The iconography on the reverse of these coins first appears in the transition to the establishment of the 

Christian religion in the already divided, Roman Empire. The minting of these coins with their theme and 

composition, shows the entry of Christian rituals into life in the V century, demonstrates the equal attitude 

of the Almighty to the emperor and empress, ie. gender equality in Christianity. The composition Blessing 

Christ - the imperial couple, formalizes the commitment of the Empress to the throne, respectively to the 

dynasty and the state. This scene on the coins of the 5th century was not reproduced in the following 

centuries, but reappeared in Byzantium only in the late ninth century.  

D.Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Trade plombs from Serdika. Studia Archaeologica Universitatis 

Serdicensis, Supplementum VI (2018) Stephanos archaeologicos ad 80 annum professoris Ludmili 

Getov. София, 509-514.1 According to researchers of ancient numismatics and si 

       According to researchers of ancient numismatics and sigilography, the discovery of lead seals in an 

archaeological context is a relatively rare phenomenon. Their finding in stratified objects is especially 
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important for their dating, due to the lack of definite features characteristic of most of them. Lead seals are 

used to seal various containers, bags with a certain type of goods, after it has been checked and cleared. 

Various inscriptions or images are printed on one side. These monuments are among the objects about 

which little is known yet, the reason for which is their great variety and the lack of a secure context in the 

discovery of many of them. 

    D.Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Graffiti on the gold coins of the empresses from the 5th century. In: Writing, 

writers, books: The Bulgarian trace in the cultural history of Europe. 2018, 165-172. ISBN 978-619-201-213-

7     

       The article examines the gold coins of empresses from the 5th century found in Bulgaria, on which various signs 

- graffiti - are scratched. The study of the problem has provoked many interpretations, which does not allow to form 

definite conclusions about their interpretation, but are a good basis for future research in this direction. 

D.Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Anonymous seal from the end of the 5th and the beginning of the 6th 

century found in Serdica. In: "Bulgarian Kingdom" Imperium Bulgariae in honor of the 60th 

anniversary of Assoc. Prof. Georgi Nikolov. Sofia, 2018, 125-131. ISBN 978-954-07-4490-2 

  The subject of this publication is a seal that has the following characteristics: 

      Reverse: Bust opposite, the head has a tiara consisting of four rows of pearls, with prependules, which 

descend on both sides of the head and end at the ends with one pearl. The face has a well-shaped short 

beard and mustache, the eyes are wide open. The outer garment (chlamys) is attached to the right shoulder 

with a richly decorated fibula, with three pearl pendants. The image is placed in a bead circle. Missing 

caption. 

      Reverse: Victoria stands opposite with a wreath in each hand (only the one in the left hand is 

preserved), a tunic fluttering at the bottom left. Around a grainy circle. The absence of an inscription with 

the name of the owner on the seal, refers the monument to the group of anonymous molybdenum, of 

which in Bulgaria there is no published copy with similar characteristics. 

      In Serdica the period 2 ½ of the 5th century - beginning of the 6th century it is well represented by 

coins and seals, archeological remains on the ground, etc. Based on the comparative analysis between the 

numismatic and sphragistic material, there is reason to assume that the open seal in Serdica may also 

belong to Emperor Anastasius, of the type without an inscription.    

 D.Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Lead plate with the name of Bishop Theodore found in Serdica. - 

STUDIA ACADEMICA ŠUMENENSIA CONTRIBUTION TO BYZANTINE SIGILLOGRAPHY. 

Vol. V, 2018 Shumen University Press, 95-100.         ISSN 2367-5446  

      The work presents an interesting artefact discovered during of archaeological excavations in the 

central part of ancient Serdica. It is a lead plate with an irregular rectangular shape with dimensions: 

maximum length of 23, 11 mm; maximum width of 18, 35 mm; a thickness of 3 mm and a weight of 9.56 

g. There is a reason to assume that the present shape of the plate was obtained after secondary treatment, 

which is evident from its surface. A block-type monogram is placed in a circular field on both sides of the 

plate.  

      Obverse: Block monogram.  

δ - ε - θ - ο - ρ - υ – ω     ( Θεοδώρου )  
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      Reverse: Block monogram 

ε - ι - κ - ο - π - σ – υ   ( ἐπισκόπου ) 

      Translation: Θεοδώρου ἐπισκόπου - (Seal of) Theodore bishop. 

      The importance of the published artefact is enhanced by the fact that in 1936 during the excavations in 

Caričin Grad (Justiniana Prima) it was found a seal which has the same monograms and inscription style, 

like the ones of the plate found in Serdica. 

      The newly found lead plate in Serdica with the name of Bishop Theodore is an important discovery for 

the late antique history and sigillography of the Balkans from the period of 6th - beginning of 7th century. 

D. Aladzhova. A Hoard of Bronze Coins from Serdica (preliminary report). - PROCEEDINGS OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL NUMISMATIC SYMPOSIUM CIRCULATION OF ANTIQUE COINS 

IN SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE Held in Viminacium, Serbia September 15th to 17th, 2017. 

BELGRADE, 2018, 23-29. ISBN 978-86-6439-040-8 

       In 2012, during archaeological research of the ancient city of Serdica, a hoard of 51 bronze coins were 

discovered in one of the premises in building A2. The coins were in the building during a fire, when it was 

burnt and destroyed and they remained under the ruins. The hoard represents a quantity of personal “daily 

money“ at a particular moment in time. The coins were not selected; they were not specifically hidden, 

which is obvious from the situation of the terrain. The composition of the treasure gives an instant 

“photograph” of the coins’ circulation at the end of 2nd century in Serdica. 

Most numerous of the find, 50% of its constitution, are 26 of the smallest coins (1 asarius?). 25 of 

them were minted in Serdica and one in Pautalia. They are followed by 2 asaria – 3 items and 3 asaria – 11 

items – coins, also minted in Serdica and 2 specimens in Philippopolis. Evidently, the coins of Serdica 

prevail among which there are rare monetary types, with some unfamiliar up to now. The coins belong to 

the Emperors Marcus Aurelius (161-180), Lucius Verus (161-169) and Faustina the Junior (wife of M. 

Aurelius, an undescribed type so far). 

During the work, some difficulties occurred when attempting to identify the emperors with the lowest 

nominal. Any differentiation of the image of Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus on the obverse of the 

coins is hindered because of the bad physical condition of the coins and the identification relies on the 

inscriptions as far as they are preserved.  

It should be noted that in Bulgaria only 35 hoards (4.14 % of the known I-III) have been found 

during archaeological research and the context of their finding is strictly known. However those bronze 

coins, the last ones from the time of Marcus Aurelius, number just 4. 

The new information given by this find is as follows: 

- This is the only hoard so far with such a great number of coins of the Serdica mint with different 

reverses from the beginning of coin minting by Emperor Marcus Aurelius. 

- This is one of four bronze coin hoards from the time of Marcus Aurelius.  

- This is the only hoard with small coins and those with a large nominal. The first were minted in 

Serdica, the large ones in Philippopolis, Pautalia, Hadrianopolis and one in Serdica. This shows that 

at the market of Serdica small monetary payments were made using small coins of Serdica, and the 

bigger using coins with a large nominal from Philippopolis, Pautalia and Hadrianopolis. 

- This is a hoard which is connected with the destruction of Serdica by the Costobocae. 
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  D.Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Silver coins of Emperor Heraclius (610-641). In: Archaeological 

Horizons 2018, 114-120. Plovdiv. ISBN 978-619-202-392-8 

      The work present 6 silver coins – hexagrams of Emperor Heraclius (610-641) kept in NAIM-BAS. 

The use of hexagram was in the main limited to the eastern half of the Empire but rare speciments are 

knoun which were struck in Italy. 

 

D.Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Fifth Century AD and the Marks of Wealth (Acording to 

Numimatic Data).- Research in honor of Stavri Topalov. Sofia, 2017, 255-261. ISBN 978-954-07-

4453-7 

      The 4th – 5th century economy of the Eastern and the Western Roman Empire is characterized by an 

expanding sector of the money relations. This process required the use of gold as an absolute monetary 

standard. The coins made of other metals were simply symbols of gold and were not independent or 

simultaneously existing value standards. The wide use of gold is believed to be related to the early years 

of Constantine I’s reign and had a great economic respond, which provided ground for the general revival 

in the Late Antiquity. The 5th century AD marks the boundary between Rome and the Byzantine Empire; 

it is transitional as far as economy, social life, religion, etc. are concerned. Large amount of numismatic 

finds, which until recently were not a subject of special studies in Bulgaria and little information about 

them was available outside the country, are dated back to this period. Confirmation of this statement can 

be found in RIC X, where only four 5th century gold coin hoards from Bulgaria out of the available 19 are 

listed. This was due to the fact that the foreign researcher had limited access to information about the 

empirical material. Among the several dozens of hoards dated back to the period under study, 19 contain 

coins. The interest provoked by these hoards is related to the type and the number of the finds they 

comprise, the function, the way of accumulation, the reasons for their burial, etc. 

      The present article aims at studying the gold coins from Bulgaria as a symbol of wealth in the 5th c. 

following a previous article which studied gold as an argument in the state foreign policy towards its 

neighbours, enemies, etc. 

 

D.Vladimirova-Aladzhova.  A Seal from the Age of Tetrarchy. – Pliska-Preslav, 13. Sofia, 2018, 457-

461. ISBN 978-954-9472-63-9 (print) 

      During the excavation of ancient Serdica among the lead seals an interesting artifact has been found, a 

subject of the present publication. It has the following description:  

The reverse represents a flatness with a round shape, in the narrow field two couples of heads are situated, 

disposed in two rows one above the other. The heads are depicted facing one another – the left turned to 

the right, and the right – to the left. Between the heads in the upper part a sphere is depicted, on which 

Victoria is pictured with outspread hands, in which she might have been holding a wreath. Below the 

images have lower relief. Between them contours of a sphere could be seen on which might have stepped 

Victoria, as at the upper row. There are no traces of inscription, or separate letters. The image arrangement 

– two couples, situated one above the other are interpreted as the four rulers at the age the Tetratchy – 

above are the Augusts, below – the Caesars, and between them Victoria, crowning them with a wreath. 

The reverse side of the seal represents a bulging part, resembling a hemisphere. At a certain distance from 

the base, a channel with two holes was left because of the technology, through which the string passed, 

having sealed documents (a scroll), as well as closed various tares, where marked goods with imposed 

customs-duty were put. 

       The seal measures: diameter 12mm, height 8mm. 

       Until now a seal with similar image has not been known in Bulgaria. 
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    D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova.  Coins and Leads from the Time of the Tetrarchy found in Serdica. – 

Numismatica, Sphragistica and Epigraphica, 14, 2018, 107-114. ISSN 1312-5532 

      The work presents two lead seals and two coins from the time of the Tetrarchy found on the territory 

of Antique Serdica (investigations 2010 – 2017). The first piece is a lead seal. Its obverse is a flat surface 

round in shape. The limitative field displays two pairs of heads arranged in two rows one above the other 

and one facing the other one. There is an orb up above the heads with Victoria on it, her arms outstretched 

probably each holding a wreath. The images below are of lower relief. Between them one can notice the 

contours of an orb presumably with Victoria standing on it similarly to the upper row. No traces of a 

legend or single letters. The arrangement of the figures is interpreted as the four rulers reigning at the time 

of the Tetrarchy – both Augusts above, and the Caesars below, with Victoria in-between crowning them 

with a wreath. The reverse of the lead resembles a semi-sphere. On its basis a groove has been left 

technologically, with two openings for the string to seal up the documents (of a scroll) or various tares 

containing duty-paid and marked commodity. The lead seal is measuring 12 mm in diameter and 8 mm in 

height. So far a seal with representations of 4 heads is not known from Bulgaria, though similar pieces 

have been published from Romania, Serbia, and Ӧsterreich. 

       In 2016 still another lead seal relating to the same age was found on the territory of Antique Serdica, 

at the site of the Western fortress gates. It represents a lead plate rectangular in shape its periphery raised. 

In the enclosed field four half-length figures are presented front, arranged side by side. Compositionally 

they are divided into pairs, one facing the other. In each pair the left figure is larger than the adjacent one 

on the right. The surface of the images is rather worn-out; however, it appears that with all figures the left 

hand is depicted high in front of the chest. 

      In the middle between the pairs of images, the lead is destroyed, at the spot where the groove for the 

string was passing, securing the seal to the object (a scroll or certain tare). The reverse has an uneven 

surface and in the middle of the plate there is a protrusion below which the groove is running. The artifact 

is 24 mm long; 13 mm wide; 7 mm max. high; and 6,10 g in weight. The four figures arranged in pairs 

might be associated with the four Tetrarchs already mentioned. By means of artistic techniques such as 

this kind of artifacts allows, in each pair one figure is smaller than the other, thus emphasizing the 

different rank of August - Caesar of the characters. Lead seals identical to the one described above have 

not been published so far. It seems logical, having in mind that each atelier on the territory of the Empire 

producing lead seals to serve a certain area had the freedom to choose a composition, design and scenes 

representing the imperial governance. As a result of the monetary reform of Emperor Diocletian they 

began to mint argenteus. It was about 3 g in weight (1/96 of the Roman pound) and remained in use 

during the period of 294 – 310. These coins are relatively rare due to the fact that for the high quality of 

the silver they were removed from circulation soon after their issue. A similar piece was found during the 

excavations at the Western fortress gates. The coin is described as follow: 

Obverse: CONSTAN TIVS CAES Head laurelled to the right. 

Reverse: VIRTVS MILITVM Four Tetrarchs perform sacrifice over three-leg altar. In the exergue Z. 

Silver; 19 mm; 2,94 g. The coin was struck in the mint of Rome, officina – Z. 

From the period following the change of the Augusts and Caesars in the rule of the Empire in 305, a very 

well preserved coin of Maximinus Daia (308-313) has been found in Serdica. Its description is as follows: 

Obverse: MAXIMINVS P F AVG Bust laurelled to the right. 
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Reverse: SOLI INVI_C_TO COMITI Sol standing to right, head to left, chlamys over the shoulders; right 

hand raised, left holds globe. In the exergue PT. AE; 21 mm; 3,60 g. The coin was struck in the mint of 

Ticinum in 312 – 313, that means in the last year of his reign (RIC VI,130). 

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova.  False Coin of Empress Lucilla Found in Serdica. - Proceedings of the 

Museum of Shumenq 2019, 18, 163-168. 

      The article presents a foure coin found in Serdica. The coin belongs to Empress Lucilla and the core is 

made of base metal, wrapped in gold foil. This is a forgery from the 2nd century, which is important for 

clarifying the coin circulation in Serdica in the 2nd century. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. A glass exagia from the “Hotalich” fortress. – In: Sevlievo and the 

Sevlievo region. Archaeological research. Sevlievo, 2019, 67-69. ISBN: 978-619-7524-09-3 

       Subject matter of the article was discovered in the fortress Hotalich a glass exagia. 

It represents  round plate made of cobalt blue glass. Relief   block monogram stamped on the obverse. 

Blank reverse: 19 mm; 4 mm thick; 2, 03 g. 

      Glass exagia are directly related to the economies and policies of the Byzantine Empire throughout the 

sixth and seventh centuries, and thus range among the most valuable research sources. They represent 

standards to control the established weights of gold coins -the solidus and its frations - allowing a 

relatively cost effective and efficient production of large series, in spite of the fact that the number of 

specimens that have come down to us is quite small in comparison with their metal analogues. This is also 

confirmed by the collections published so far where described glass measures are few in comparison with 

the metal ones. The evidence from Bulgaria points to the same tendency; although there are several 

hundred bronze weights, only  twelve are made of glass. The delicate material they are made of and their 

limited period of use - from the second half of the sixth century to the time of the Arab invasion in the 

seventh century - explain why they have been so rarely found.  

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. The Early Coins of the Large Silver Hoard from Serdica. - 

Numismatica, Sphragistica and Epigraphica, 15, 2019, 23-38. ISSN 1312-5532 

      In 2015, a large coin hoard was discovered during regular archaeological research of Saint Nedelya – 

North Site. It is composed of 2982 silver and 5 bronze coins laid in a ceramic pot covered with red varnish 

and bearing the name of Selvius Kalist scratched in Greek, most probably the owner of the wealth. The 

coins are dating from the 2nd c. BC –3rd c. AD The find from Sveta Nedelya relates to the mixed type 

hoards and comprises three groups of coins – Roman Republican and Imperial denarii, and bronze 

provincial coins of the smallest denomination. The latter distinguish the hoard in question from the ones 

discovered so far in Bulgaria. The work here presented discusses the earliest coins in the hoard – the 

Roman Republican denarii, the Imperial denarii of the Julio – Claudian dynasty (27 BC – AD 68), and the 

year of the four emperors (68 – 69) to Emperor Vespasian, the founder of the Flavian dynasty (69-96). Six 

Republican denarii are chronologically the earliest of all, bearing the names of the monetary magistrates L. 

Calpurnius Piso Caesoninus and Q. Servilius Caepio (100 BC), L. Marcivs Philipvs, P. Clodius M.f. 

Turrinus, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, and those of the Roman Empire belong to 18 emperors, 2 caesars and 

10 empresses as the smallest being the number of pieces of Julio – Claudian dynasty and the pieces from 
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the time of Nerva – Antoninus are the most numerous. The denarii from the time of the Severan dynasty 

are the latest in date. 

      The archaeological research carried out in 2015 – 2018 east of Sveta Nedelya Square covered the 

terrain explored in 1950ies through rescue excavations. According to the latest results and their 

interpretation, the initial plan of the revealed building included chain-arranged premises from the east, 

roughly square in plan and similar in dimensions as all of them have broad entrances from the east. The 

premises have no connection with each other, as well as with the large premises developed west of them. 

The premises have no connection with each other, as well as with the large premises developed west of 

them. The premises have no connection with each other, as well as with the large premises developed west 

of them. Judging from the archaeological finds, in the first half of the 3rd c. they were employed as shops, 

workshops, pubs, etc. The northern end of the building is covered with a large hall basilical in plan 

(premises N 6); the data of its architectural shape show that in the 2nd – 3rd c. it had public functions. 

      The eastern premises of building VI explored in 2015 – 2018 are completely analogous to the new 

excavations and show that in the 2nd – 3rd c. this sector of the town was center of trade and craft 

production. After the mid 3rd c. building VI underwent significant reconstructions that did not change its 

plan but rather the functions of the premises. The reason for this is probably a cataclysm experienced, as 

evidenced by the preserved levels of the floor with traces of fire. These circumstances are directly related 

to the discovery of the coin hoard in the large building VI, in premises N 1, on whose northern wall, in a 

recessed niche, the pot with Roman coins was found.  The archeological data of the terrain and the 

analysis of the hoard give reason to suppose that it was concealed by its owner at the last reconstruction of 

the premises. The likely reason for the coin hiding is the third-century inflation and the depreciation of 

silver, circumstances that forced the owner to put them in a ceramic pot and hide in a specially prepared 

hiding place in one of the commercial premises, which may have been owned or controlled by him. 

Unfortunately, some fatal events prevented him from taking back the hidden wealth, and so it reaches the 

present day. 

 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Lead Seals with Mythological  Stories Found in Serdica. 130 years of 

museum work in Razgrad, October 5-6, 2017. 2019, 611- 622. ISBN: 978-619-00-1067-8 

The focus of the present article are four lead artefacts, uncovered at the archaeological explorations 

of Serdica.  

On two of the seals are depicted images of Eros and Psyche – Eros, naked, winged, stepping right, 

embracing Psyche standing left, wearing long robe.The same scene is on the coins of Emperor Caracalla 

(197-217) minted in Serdica.  

The other two plombs have different images of Heracles – Herakles standing left, holding club and 

lionskin and the other – Herakles standing right wresting the Namean lion, club standing to left. The same 

scene is on the coins of Emperor Caracalla (197-217) minted in Serdica.  

The scenes described relate to the mythological stories of Eros and Psyche and the exploits of 

Heracles. The examined monuments from Serdica originate from the strata in the city and are related to a 

certain archaeological context. Data coincide with the time of the end of the 2nd and beginning 3rd centuries, 

when the described above scenes with their style peculiarities and iconography are famous among the 

population.   

    



26 
 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Lead seals from ancient Serdika (object Veslets 13). - In: Honorem 6. 

Jubilee collection in honor of the 70th anniversary of Prof. Ivan Yordanov. Shumen, 2019, 145-150. 

ISBN 978-619-201-348 

      The article presents lead seals from ancient Serdika (object Veslets 13). These are interesting 

specimens that complement the information about the city in the 6th-7th centuries. 

D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Serdica and the Provinces from Asia Minor. – Proceedings of the 

Museum of History Kyustendil ХХ, 2019, 173-179.   ISSN 0861-434294I                                                          

      The artifacts - two coins and a lead seal from the provinces of Asia Minor, which were examined in 

this text, prove that Serdica in the period 2nd – 3rd/4th century AD is a destination known for the East 

Roman provinces. At the beginning of this period it is difficult to talk about purposeful business contacts, 

whereas at the end of the period this is an indisputable fact based on material evidence.94. 

D.Vladimirova-Aladzhova. Late Antique seals from ancient Serdica. - Український 

нумізматичний щорічник. Випуск 4, 2020, 43-95. UDC: 930=111 

The article examines seals from the 6th-7th century found in Serdika. Among them are hitherto unknown 

specimens. 

The article examines seals from the VI-VII century found in Serdika. Among them are hitherto 

unknown specimens.T The article examines seals from the VI-VII century found in Serdika. Among 

them are hitherto unknown specimens.he article examines seals from the VI-VII century found in 

Serdika. Among them are hitherto unknown specimens. The arti 


