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REVIEW 

in connection with the competition for the academic position of Professor for the 

needs of the Department of Classic Archaeology at NAIM – BAS 

     One candidate - Sergey Borisov Torbatov - appeared at the competition for 

Professor for the needs of the Department of Classic Archaeology at NAIM - BAS, 

announced in the State Gazette No. 32 of April 16, 2021. He was born on August 

12, 1960. In 1979 he completed his secondary education at the English High School 

in Ruse. In 1985 he graduated in history with a specialization in archaeology at the 

St. St. Cyril and Methodius Veliko Tarnovo University with a diploma thesis of 

Problems of the Military Organization of the Province of Moesia Inferior during 

the Antonines Age. In 1999 Sergey Torbatov successfully defended his doctoral 

dissertation at NAIM-BAS on the topic of Fortification System of the Province of 

Scythia (late 3
rd

 – 7
th

 c.) and received the scientific and educational degree of 

Doctor.  

     Since 1985 S. Torbatov had been working as a curator in the Archaeology 

Department of the Historical Museum - Dobrich, where in 1994 he held the 

position of Research Associate II degree. In 1996 he was appointed a specialist in 

the Department of Classic Archaeology of NAIM-BAS. In 1999 he was promote to 

Research Associate I degree (= Senior Assistant). In 2004 S. Torbatov successfully 

habilitated and received the academic position of Associate Professor. 

     At the same time S. Torbatov is involved in dynamic archaeological activities. 

He is the deputy head of 3 sites and the leader of 65 archaeological expeditions, 

some of which are rescue, exploring sites from the Roman and Late Antiquity 

Ages. He is also a consultant at 26 different sites from the same periods. His work 

on the settlement life and the necropolises in Pomorie is especially important, about 

which very little was known before his research. The numerous sanctuaries from 

the Roman Age in the Northern Bulgaria, studied by the candidate, should also be 

mentioned here. I must also emphasize his research in Roman military settlements 

and fortresses such as Sostra, Sexaginta Prista, Trimammium, Svalenik village, 

Opaka municipality and others. The numerous rescue excavations carried out on 

the gas transmission network and on the roads of Northern Bulgaria must be added 

as well. 
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     S. Torbatov's work is also active in terms of his participation in conferences and 

symposia in the country and abroad. Priority here is given to conferences devoted 

to the study of settlement life during the Roman Age in Northern Bulgaria. At the 

same time, he is involved in European Union-funded projects such as 

Transformation: Creating a Unified Culture on the Northern Border of the Roman 

Empire and is one of the main participants in the DANUBE LIMES BRAND 

Project. Extension of the Danube Limes - UNESCO World Heritage in the Lower 

Danube. He was a member of the organizing committee and took an active part in 

the XXII Limes Congress, held in Ruse in 2012. Furthermore, S. Torbatov 

participates in European projects such as Tabula Imperii Romani, K-35/2-

Philippopolis and others. To all this we must add his lecture activity at the New 

Bulgarian University and at St. St. Cyril and Methodius Veliko Tarnovo 

University. 

     The candidate participates in the competition with a habilitation thesis, 

accompanied by chapters from three different monographs, 31 studies and articles, 

57 reports and 116 articles on Tabula Imperii Romani, K-35/2-Philippopolis. 512 

citations are given to the published works, which is a very good indicator of their 

academic value. Of these, 140 are in referenced and indexed scientific journals; 249 

- are in monographs and collective papers with scientific review and 123 - in 

unreferenced journals with scientific review. The report on the implementation of 

the minimum requirements according to Art. 2b, paragraphs 2, 3 and 5 of Law for 

development of the academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria shows that the 

candidate exceeds them several times.  

     S. Torbatov's research can be grouped into several problem-thematic circles. 

The first one concerns the problems related to the history of Dobrudzha (I-3), 

where the candidate has made significant additions; and the settlement history of 

Mezdra during the Roman and Late Antique epochs (II-9). Here we can add the 

history of the Karalez fountain from the 19
th
 century (II-20). 

     The second circle of problems refers to the study of sanctuaries during the 

Roman Age. It includes the rock complex Vodna-Tamno near Tabachka (I-1), the 

sanctuary of the Thracian Horseman near Sostra (I-2), the antique cult center near 

Telerig (II-4), the sanctuary near Efreytor Bakalovo, Dobrich region (II-6) and the 

sanctuary near Snyagovo (II-7). In all sanctuaries he has determined their 
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chronology and stratigraphy, as well as read the existing epigraphic inscriptions. 

The numismatic material found in the sanctuaries was also processed by the 

candidate. As a summary of the topic comes the study on the end of the pagan 

temples on the Eastern Balkans during the reign of Emperor Constantine according 

to archaeological data (II-21). 

     The third problematic circle concerns the settlements and fortresses in the 

interior of Northern Bulgaria. It includes the research of the fortifications on the 

hill near Debrene, Dobrich region (II-5), and the Roman vicus near Gorsko 

Ablanovo (II-8). Only the fort on Ostria Vrah near Ovchepoltsi, Pazardzhik region 

(II-10), excavated by the candidate, is located in Southern Bulgaria. Here we can 

add the research of the road station at Anishte along the road Ratiaria-Naissus, as 

well as the study of the fort near the village of Riben (II-29), the latter being 

entirely contributing due to the correction made by the author of the wrong 

identification with the road station of Ad Putea. The paper on the stratigraphy of 

the settlement near Mezdra (II-24) defines it as a Roman fortification from the mid 

2
nd

 c., a religious center from the 3
rd

 and early 4
th

 c. and a fortified settlement from 

the 4
th
 – 6

th
 c. This is an undoubted merit of the candidate thanks to his many years 

of excavations there. To the same problem-thematic circle we should include the 

research, treating the surveys and the registrations of the unfortified settlements and 

of the fortresses in the regions of South Dobrudzha (II-12), the area of Stozher (II-

13), and near the village of Krepcha, Targovishte region. II-29). The author 

identifies many of them by the time of the Late Iron Age. 

     The numismatic and epigraphic research of S. Torbatov should be included in a 

separate problem-thematic circle. Here is his article on Matiopolis - a hapax 

legomenon in Late Antique toponymy (II-1). In it, the author presents his vision of 

the change of the name of Dionysopolis in the Late Antiquity. Also, the dedication 

inscription of Diana from Southern Dobrudzha (II-31) complements the hitherto 

known inscriptions devoted to the Goddess. The candidate is definitely interested in 

numismatic research and this includes his articles on 4 hoards from Riben (II-28), 

and the coins from the sanctuary at Sostra (I-2). 

     The majority in number and the most significant works of S. Torbatov are 

dedicated to the Roman Limes on the Lower Danube. They include the theoretical 

studies on the terminology of fortifications during the Roman and Late Antiquity 
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Ages (II-2), the summaries on Trimammium (II-17), the research on the garrison of 

Sexaginta Prista in the 1
st
 – 3

rd
 c. (II-18), and the review of individual settlements 

along the Limes (II-23; II-26; II-27). All these publications are contributing and are 

the result of the candidate's personal participation in the studies. The same applies 

to his works on the building ceramics and stamps on bricks and tiles from 

Trimammium (II-11; II-15), and the building ceramics from Sexaginta Prista (II-

19). The habilitation work of S. Torbatov also belongs to this problem - thematic 

circle. 

     The summarizing publication of the research of a section of the Lower Danube 

Limes is the monograph: Непознатият римски лимес в България.  Част I. 

Между реките Вит и Осъм (The Unknown Roman Limes in Bulgaria. Part I. 

Between the Rivers Vit and Osam). V. Tarnovo, 2021, which is also the habilitation 

work of Sergey Torbatov. The book body consists of nine chapters and many 

tables, figures and maps - a total of 239 pages. 

     The monograph begins with a natural-geographical characteristic of the Danube 

bank between Vit and Osam Rivers. The author argues his approach by dividing the 

studied area into separate micro-regions, focusing on the groups of sites that are 

located in them. The review of the natural-geographical characteristics of the 

Danube bank allows him to locate the separate settlements. 

     The second chapter, Дунавският бряг между реките Вит и Осъм в римската 

провинциална система (The Danube Bank between the Vit and Osam Rivers in 

the Roman Provincial System), summarizes the history of the Danube Limes 

formation and the establishment of the first military structures. The author has 

collected all known data on the formation of the Province of Moesia, Moesia 

Inferior and Dacia Ripensis, respectively. Arguably and carefully, he tries to avoid 

some old notions about the location of certain settlements, and above all not to 

leave in the reader any suspicion that the eastern border of Dacia Ripensis rests on 

the Osam River and not on the Vit River. This thesis has been carefully developed 

using all historical and archaeological arguments. Of course, more research and 

evidence are needed in this direction, but S. Torbatov's argument seems correct. 

     The next chapter of the habilitation work contains all written sources relating to 

the area under consideration. Beginning with Tabula Peutingeriana, for which all 

the versions concerning its creation are given, the author dwells on the thesis that 
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the primary version of the map is from the time of the Principate. All sources are 

critically examined by presenting the different versions of the authors, in order to 

arrive at the last mention of the settlement of Asamus by Theophylactus Simocatta 

in describing the events of the period from 594 and 602. After that, the name 

remained only for the river in its Slavicized form of Osam. 

     In the fourth chapter the author presents the localization hypotheses of the 

known settlements from the Roman Limes area between Vit and Osam Rivers. The 

review of all hypotheses shows that the researchers "perceive the written evidence 

for the toponym, derived from the river name Asamus, as referring to the same 

settlement with a centuries-old history, undergoing a series of functional-

typological metamorphoses", but their opinions about its location significantly 

diverge. The location of the mentioned settlement near the village of Musalievo has 

been carefully examined by the author and definitively rejected, moreover, that no 

Roman antiquities have been registered in the vicinity of the village during field 

surveys. As a result, the localization that the author accepts is on the outskirts of the 

village of Cherkovitsa and it coincides with the thesis of K. Škorpil and D. 

Dzhonova-Mitova. The critical review of the publications on the subject allows the 

author to reject the unproven and incredible theories of some modern researchers. 

In the same critical manner S. Torbatov considers the localization of the settlements 

of Lapidarion and Lucernaria mentioned by Procopius.  

     In the next chapter of the book the author dwells on the archaeological remains 

of the Roman Anasamus. Contributing to this part is his personal knowledge of the 

terrain and its finds. Thanks to this, he is able to refute many of the theses and 

wrong locations, and to exclude terrains that do not meet the functions of the 

settlements in question. The location of the Roman Anasamus on a large terrace on 

the high bank of the Danube with a wide view along the river corresponds to the 

functions of the settlement, which included the watching of the famous ford at the 

mouth of the Olt River.  

     The author traces the connection of ala Bosporanorum with the Anasamus 

military camp very carefully, using the few discovered epigraphic monuments, 

which leads him to the conclusion that the ala resided in Moesia during the short 

period from 68 to 73-75. According to S. Torbatov, after the Dacian wars of 

Emperor Trajan, the camp lost its significance. Of course, the lack of 
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archaeological excavations at the site of the early camp does not allow more 

accurate conclusions to be drawn. 

     In the next part, the author examines the fate of Anasamus in the Late Antiquity, 

when it changed its location. Identified, almost unanimously, with the so-called 

Osam Fortress, it had its own garrison. S. Torbatov restores the history of the 

settlement and the military units to it, showing in development the changes in the 

Roman army from Diocletian and Constantine to the 5
th
 century and later to the 

appearance of the typical Late Antique town. 

     Concerning the other two settlements - Lapidarion and Lucernaria, which are 

located in the considered area, the author has worked in the same manner, relying 

on the few epigraphic data and the field surveys carried out over several 

consecutive years. It is thanks to them that the sites are located and the area and 

shape of the fortification system is determined.  

     Finally, S. Torbatov considers the Danube road. Its route is based on the 

existence of a stable road from the town of Nikopol to the neighboring villages, 

delineated by two mounds in the vicinity of Somovit. The direction is from Utus to 

Anasamus along the edge of the terrace of the River Vit Valley. The same road can 

be also observed on the satellite photographs of the area. 

     Sergey Torbatov's habilitation thesis shows the new possibilities for 

reconstructing the historical reality on the grounds of non-destructive methods, on 

the grounds of the careful handling of historical sources and the research of our 

predecessors. Of course, in many cases the hypotheses are more than the facts, but 

reading the presented work in depth, we can agree with a lot of them. 

     The additions to the book, and above all the maps and satellite images, are 

extremely valuable and contributing. Finally, it should be noted that the personal 

participation of the author in almost all field research, reflected in the articles and 

studies, allows him to draw serious first-person conclusions. 

     In conclusion, I would like to express my satisfaction with the diverse work of 

my colleague. Successfully selected problems and their interpretation, especially 

the monograph, which abounds in contributions, allow me to express my firm 

opinion that Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sergey Borisov Torbatov possesses all the 
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professional and scholarly-organizational qualities to obtain the academic position 

of Professor.  

August 21, 2021                                                     Reviewer: 

Sofia                                                            Ass. Prof. Dr. Eugenia Gencheva 

 

  

 

 

      

 

    

 

    


