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OPINION 

from Prof. Dr. Konstantin Ivanov Dochev regarding participation in a competition for 

the academic position of Professor in field 2.2. History and Archaeology for the needs of the 

Department of Classic Archaeology, announced by NAIM at BAS, Sofia (SG, 32, 16.04. 2021), 

with participant Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sergey Borisov Torbatov (NAIM at BAS, Sofia) 

     The colleague Assoc. Prof. Sergey Torbatov is the only participant in the competition 

announced by NAIM - BAS, Sofia, for the academic position of Professor. He graduated from St. 

St. Cyril and Methodius Veliko Tarnovo University in 1985 as a Magister in History. In the same 

year he began working as a curator at Regional Museum of History in Dobrich, and from 1994 - 

at NAIM at BAS, Sofia, initially as a specialist researcher, and from 1999 to 2004 as a research 

associate, first degree. In the same year, 1999, he successfully defended his dissertation by 

obtaining the academic degree of Doctor. The intensive successful field research and publications 

led to the award, initially to the academic position of Senior research associate, second degree, 

and from 2010 - to the academic position of Associate professor, which he held until the 

beginning of the competition. 

 Ever since his student years and during his initial professional work in RMH - Dobrich, 

and then in RMH - Ruse and NAIM - BAS, Sofia, the colleague Torbatov has shown his 

scholarly interests in the military-administrative organization, the settlement system, road 

communications, and the structure and functioning of the Roman state on the Bulgarian territory, 

mainly in the Northeastern (Dobrich and Ruse regions) and in Central Bulgaria (Pleven, Lovech 

and Vratsa regions). Gradually, with the accumulated professional experience, which is strongly 

influenced by the beneficial and creative collegiality in the Department of Classic Archaeology at 

NAIM - BAS, Sergey Torbatov established himself as one of the most authoritative specialist in 

Roman and early Byzantine archaeology from the period of the 1st – 7th c. not only in Bulgaria 

but also abroad. He appears among the National Archaeological College with the longest annual 

field research - regular and rescue excavations, field trips, and specialized commissions. This is 

evidenced by his professional biography as for the reporting period from 2004 -2021, the 

colleague Torbatov was an independent director of 68 archaeological sites, and as a consultant - 

of 26 archaeological sites. These are towns, settlements, and sanctuaries from Ruse to Vidin 

districts - Gorsko Ablanovo village (Razgrad district), Popovo, Mechka village, Tabachka 

village, Svalenik village (Ruse district), Opaka town (Targovishte district), Svishtov, Lomets 

village (Troyan municipality), Ovcha Mogila village (Veliko Tarnovo district), Dolna Mitropolia 

town, Riben village (Pleven district), Mezdra, Belogradchik, Dimovo (Vidin district), and in 

Southern Bulgaria – Pomorie and Ovchepoltsi village (Pazardzhik district). The Roman fortresses 

and settlements near Mezdra (2nd – 4th c.) and Sostra (Lomets village, Troyan municipality) have 

been fully explored and socialized. 

     The prolonged field research does not slow down the publication of their results. During the 

reporting period from 2004 to 2021, my colleague Torbatov has published 31 studies and papers 

in specialized Bulgarian and foreign academic journals, with corresponding reviews. He has also 

participated with his studies in publications designed as books from research in a team, such as 

"The Sanctuary of the Thracian Horseman near Sostra…" (inscriptions, coins, small finds) (see 

attached bibliography); and "Chalcolithic complex Vodna - Tamno near the village of Tabachka", 

2007 (chronology, stratigraphy, historical interpretation). In "History of Dobrudzha", Volume 1 

(2011), Sergey Torbatov briefly examines the political life, administrative, military and 
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settlement structure, and the road communications in Dobrudzha during the Roman state in the 

period 1st – 4th c. in four separate entries.  

     In his latest monographic study of "The Unknown Roman Limes in Bulgaria, Part I, Between 

the Vit and Osam Rivers" (2021, 239 pp., Veliko Tarnovo), in a very innovative way and using 

the latest scientific applications for registration and documentation of archeological sites and 

structures, Sergey Torbatov presents the exact location of several important Roman military 

camps and fortresses along the Danube Limes, such as Anasamus near the village of Cherkovitsa, 

(Pleven district), Lapidarion (near Somovit village, Pleven district) and Lucernaria between the 

two mentioned settlements. On the grounds of analysis of all the known written sources from the 

2nd – 7th c. (Latin and Greek) from Pliny the Elder (2nd c.) to Anonymous of Ravenna (7th c.), as 

well as of his own research of a definite contribution nature, the author considers and 

supplements a number of issues concerning the inclusion of these territories in the Roman Empire 

and the imposition of the relevant administrative structure at that time with the transformation of 

the military camp near Anasamus from the early 2nd c. in a well-fortified town; the changes of the 

borders in this section between the provinces of Dacia Ripensis and Moesia Inferior in the period 

of the 2nd – 3rd c., as well as the changes in the administrative division from the late 3rd c. under 

Emperor Diocletian (286- 305). Furthermore, he examines the question of the significance and 

role of the Danube Limes not as an abstract geographical line, but as a previously intended and 

constantly maintained and expanded military - defense complex with military camps, fortresses, 

separate towers, settlements, markets, road communications and structures. The monograph is 

richly illustrated with colour and black and white sectors of maps of travelers, state and military 

maps of the 19th c. - Turkish, Austrian, Russian, etc., graphics and drawings by travelers, as well 

as modern aerial photographs of satellites, aircraft and drones, combined with the personal 

observations of the author. 

     Impressive is his intensive participation in the renewal of Tabula Imperii Romani (K-35 / 2- 

Philipopol), with a total of 116 entries on individual fortresses, settlements, communications, 

toponyms, hydronyms and others. The results of each studied archeological site are briefly 

reflected in the series of Archaeological Discoveries and Excavations, published by NAIM - a 

total of 57. These are data for sites from the Roman and early Byzantine Ages from Dobrich, 

Ruse, Popovo, and Vidin regions, Svishtov, and Pomorie. 

     The contributions in the academic work of my colleague Torbatov also refer to the study of 

the road network, the role of the fortified settlement structure during the Roman Age and the Late 

Antiquity in Dobrudzha, Thrace and Moesia. Many of these contributions are from his personal 

research such as the study of the Roman fortifications in Northern Bulgaria - Mezdra, Krepcha 

(Targovishte district), Cherkovitsa village (Anasamus), Riben and Sadovo villages (Pleven 

district), as well as some sites in Southern Bulgaria - the village of Ovchepoltsi (Pazardzhik 

region), Pomorie and others.  

     Sergey Torbatov’s favourite subject of a contributing nature is his personal research on 

historical geography and cartography, not only for the Danube Limes, but also for Dobrudzha and 

Central Bulgaria, with a new, more precise location of a number of fortresses and settlements 

from the 2nd – 5th c. as Constantiniana, Mithropolis, Palationum, Ibida, Anasamus, Lapidarion, 

Lucernaria, Ad Putea and others. 

 He also devotes time and attention to personal research of some religious and cult 

practices in the period 2nd – 4th c. exploring the Sanctuary of the Thracian Horseman in Sostra 

(near the village of Lomets, Troyan municipality), Tabachka and Telerig villages, Mezdra and 

others. 
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     Along with the publication of his summary conclusions about the stratigraphy and chronology 

of cultural strata and settlement life in the sites he personally studied, the colleague Torbatov 

fully presents the epigraphic monuments found in them (Greek and Latin) - stone inscriptions, 

mostly in Latin, from the Sanctuary near Sostra (Lomets village, Troyan municipality), an 

inscription from Trimammium from the time of Emperor Severus Alexander (222-235) (near 

Mechka village, Ruse municipality), a tombstone from the 3rd c. from Somovit, the mysterious 

rock inscription from the quarry also near Somovit, carved by order of a military unit of the 

Legio V Macedonica (second half of the 3rd c.), etc. 

     The numismatic publications of Sergey Torbatov are very interesting, exploring single coins 

and coin hoards as a consequence of the long-term interest shown since the beginning of his 

academic career. He proved to be a very well-trained practitioner in the field of Roman Imperial 

and early Byzantine coinage. His monograph from 2002 on the coin circulation in the settlement 

near the village of Odartsi (Dobrich region) (4th - early 7th c.) is a very valuable numismatic work 

on the manifestation of money during the Early Byzantine Age in this still poorly studied region 

of Dobrudzha. For the reporting period after 2004, my colleague Torbatov published entirely the 

Roman coins (mostly from the 4th c.) from Sostra near Lomets village; a hoard of early Byzantine 

solidi from Zaldapa (Province of Scythia); a coin hoard from Onogur village, Dobrich region; 

three hoards with silver denarii and Antoninians from the Gradishteto site near Riben village, 

Pleven municipality, as well as two silver asprae of Tsar Ivan Alexander with Michel Assen 

(1332-13355) from the same place. To the coin finds Torbatov also includes a particular work on 

the reference weights (exagia) for measuring and checking the Roman golden aurei. 

     The intensive field archaeological work and the numerous scientific contributions of the 

colleague Sergey Torbatov are highly appreciated by the respective bodies, giving such 

attestation, according to the obligatory scientometric indicators (Law for development of the 

academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, art. 2b, paragraphs 2 and 3). For the reporting period 

(2004-2021) he has received 6215 points, an assessment that ranks him among the first five of the 

college of scholars at NAIM at BAS since the mandatory attestation conducted in 2020. An even 

more objective positive assessment of Sergey Torbatov's academic activity is the number of his 

cited publications at home and abroad for the same period. Their total number is very impressive, 

amounting to a total of 512 citations, nearly 30 citations per year. 140 of them are in referenced, 

mostly foreign editions; 249 - in publications with a scientific review and 123 - in non-referenced 

journals and repertories. He has performed at 11 scientific conferences presenting reports - 5 

international and 6 in Bulgaria. The topic of his reports is related to the main directions in 

personal research - fortification and settlement system during the Roman rule (1st – 4th c.), 

administrative organization and changes in its structure in the provinces of Moesia Inferior and 

Thrace in the 1st – 3rd c. and during Late Antiquity (4th – 5th c.); road communications along the 

Danube Limes, etc.  

     Outside of his intensive field archaeological activity, Sergey Torbatov finds time also to be a 

lecturer at the New Bulgarian University (2004 - 2005) and at St. St. Cyril and Methodius Veliko 

Tarnovo University (2010 - 2014) of students majoring in archaeology with topics related to the 

defense system in Thrace and Dacia during the Late Antiquity. 

     The long-term field and scholarly work of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Torbatov was appreciated not only 

by the academic institutions and also by his numerous colleagues in the country and abroad. For 

him, as well as for every scholar who has dedicated their life to the favorite studies, the acquired 

public authority and especially the public evaluation are important. A kind of example of these 

important assessments are not only the released scholarly works, but also the restoration and 
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