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STATEMENT 

done by: Dr.Sc. Kostadin Rabadjiev, Professor in Classical archaeology in Department 

of Archaeology at Faculty of History in St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia, member 

of the Scientific Jury according to the Order of the Director of NAIM-BAS (No. І 

1174/15.06.2021), 

concerning the competition for the academic position “Professor” in professional field 

2.2. History and Archaeology/ Archaeology/ Classical archaeology, for the needs of the 

Department of Classical archaeology at NAIM, announced in the State Gazette (No. 

32/16.04.2021).  

 

1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sergei Borisov Torbatov is the only candidate in the announced com-

petition, organized by a decision of the Scientific Assembly of NAIM at BAS. His par-

ticipation in the procedure has been confirmed with a submitted certificate that he meets 

the minimum national requirements under Art. 2b.2.3 and 5 of the Law on the Develop-

ment of the Academic Staff. Sergey Torbatov graduated in history with specialization in 

archaeology at the University of Veliko Tarnovo “St. St. Cyril and Methodius” with a 

master’s degree (1985), the theme of his doctorate at NAIM – BAS is: “The fortification 

system of the province of Scythia (end of III – VII century)” (1999). He began his scientific 

career as a curator in the Archaeology Department of the Historical Museum in Dobrich, 

later as a research specialist (1994), research associate (1996), senior research associate / 

associate professor (2004) in the Department of Classical Archaeology at NAIM – BAS. 

In the competition he participates with a habilitation thesis, published and submitted for 

discussion under the title: “Непознатият римски лимес в България. Част 1. Между 

реките Вит и Осъм” / “The Unknown Roman Limes in Bulgaria. Part 1. Between the 

Vit and the Osam Rivers”. Faber Publishers, 2021. He also participates with a listed num-

ber of publications, all between 2004–2021, after his habilitation in a competition for 

Senior research associate II degree / associate professor. 

 

2. Sergey Torbatov is a researcher with a well-known name in the Bulgarian archaeolog-

ical college. Evidence of this are his numerous scientific publications in prestigious Bul-

garian and foreign scientific editions, as well as his participation in many scientific con-

ferences in Bulgaria and abroad; the texts including a monograph and parts of books, 

studies, papers and scientific communications, reviews and articles in encyclopaedic pub-

lications; a long series of archaeological research – regular and rescue excavations, field 

surveys also, in which Assoc. Prof. S. Torbatov is a head of the team or co-leader, com-

plements his scientific career. Here I would highlight his research in the ancient Anchialus 

and the Kaleto site near Mezdra, as long-term research engagements, prized with 
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significant scientific results. S. Torbatov also participates as a part-time lecturer in spe-

cialized seminars at VTU “St. St. Cyril and Methodius” and in the Department of Archae-

ology at NBU, where he was the tutor of his only doctoral student, who defended her PhD 

thesis in 2014. I would highlight his membership in editorial boards, as well: The Dobru-

dzha periodical; The Bulletin of the Archaeological Institute (Editor-in-Chief 2006–

2010); Archaeology; AОР/ADR (Editor-in-Chief 2004–2005). Also, his participation in 

serious scientific and international projects, part of his scientific activities in the study of 

the Roman Limes and Roman archaeology. In the period 2003–2005 he was also the sci-

entific secretary of NAIM. 

 

3. The proposed monograph on the Roman Limes between the rivers Vit and Osam is a 

serious scientific study, built on personal observations in a series of archaeological sur-

veys in the geographical area. The content of the book is built on the traditional model of 

archaeological search. The beginning is set with a natural-geographic characteristic of the 

Danube riverbank (I), followed by tracing the dynamics of the changes in the administra-

tion of this section as a part of the Roman provincial structure (II). Next comes a review 

and analysis of the written evidence on the ancient settlement and fortification infrastruc-

ture (III), which in my opinion should precede the second chapter, since the ancient writ-

ten evidences were used in it. The emphasis of the research is on the identification of 

settlements, but here the structure is much complicated, perhaps because they themselves 

have been repeatedly discussed in the scientific studies. Thus, the hypotheses for their 

localization during the decades of scientific activities were considered in the first part 

(IV), while the most significant of them were studied in separate chapters, and in com-

prehensive analysis of all archaeological and written sources, ancient as well as modern, 

to receive a new and logical identification with existing in the area archaeological struc-

tures. However, this complicated structure of the text has caused inevitable repetitions. 

Although the monograph itself is intended as part of a series, this does not exclude the 

need for a summary text at the end, even more it concerns a habilitation thesis, since its 

absence creates a problem for the reader to build a detailed picture of this section of the 

Roman Limes. I would mention the same for the illustrative data – the numerous maps 

and photos of the terrain do not compensate for the need for a summary map of the space 

between the two rivers with the fortified centres localized by the author. However, I 

would summarize that the work opens a horizon to new searches and understanding of 

the Thracian world within the Roman Empire, which is a tangible criterion for the 

achievements of the author. 

 

4. Sergei Torbatov participates in this competition with a significant number of scientific 

publications, all after 2004, including parts of books (3), studies and papers (31), reviews 

(2), some of them in a foreign language, published in prestigious Bulgarian scientific 
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editions and periodicals. The list includes also scientific communications (publications in 

the АОР/ADR) and articles in the Tabula Imperii Romani. They cover a wide range of 

issues in Bulgarian historiography on the problems of Thracian archaeology and Roman 

and Late antiquity. And an important fact is that a significant part of his publications is 

the result of personal observations in excavations and field surveys, and many are based 

on new archaeological material. Among his scientific interests I would highlight the topic 

of the Roman military organization, military centres, and fortifications, which was the 

theme of his first doctorate, also the result of his field research and in-depth study (II-2, -

10, -15, -17, -18, -24, -25, -26, -27, -30). Close in terms of problems are his studies of 

settlement archaeology (II-8, -9, -10, -12, -13, -23, -25, -26, -29) and road network (II-3) 

in the Roman Thracian provinces. I would especially like to highlight his study of the 

administrative and military structure of Dobrogea in the time of the Principate and Late 

Antiquity (I-3). A separate topic are his studies of religious cults and sanctuaries (I-1, -2, 

II-4, -6, -7, -21, -31); necropolises (II-16), also of Christian religious centres (II-5). 

Among his writings are publications of epigraphic monuments (I-2, II-11, -14, -15, -19, -

31) and newly discovered coin finds (I-2, II-28). 

These publications outline S. Torbatov's lasting interest in the Roman archaeology 

and settlements study, seen through the prism of the strategic goals of the Roman govern-

ment. A significant part of his achievement is the result of personal field observations, 

which he made meaningful in his quest to present a clearer picture of Roman rule and the 

changes that followed in the transition to Late Antiquity in the Balkan provinces. A clear 

evidence of the contributions he has done are the registered numerous citations of his 

publications in the scientific literature: 520 in total – 140 in refereed editions, 249 in 

books and 123 in non-refereed ones. 

 

*   *   * 

5. In conclusion I would like to emphasize the explicit contribution of the discussed texts, 

which I consider a distinct result of long field experience and undoubted scientific poten-

tial. They reveal a researcher with deep interest and knowledge of Roman antiquity, a 

specialist in the archaeology of Thracian provinces of the Empire, using the possibilities 

of archaeological analysis in the field and in museum collections, well acquainted with 

the literary sources and the achievements of generations of researchers, and before all – 

one most accurate in the proposed reconstructions. And this is my reason to vote posi-

tively for the academic position of “Professor” at NAIM given to Dr. Sergei Torbatov. 

 

12 August, 2021 г. 

 

Kostadin Rabadjiev 


