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In the competition for Professor, announced by the National Archaeological 

Institute with a Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (NAIM–BAS) for 

the needs of the Department of Classic Archaeology, there is one candidate – Assoc. 

Prof. Dr. Sergey Borissov Torbatov. He defended his dissertation on "The Defensce 

System of the Late Roman Province of Scythia (the End of the 3rd – the 7th Century 

A.D.)" in 1999 at NAIM–BAS. From 1985 to 1996 he worked at the History 

Museum (today – Regional History Museum) – Dobrich, Department of 

Archeology. From 1999 he was a senior assistant (research associate, I degree). In 

2004, after a competition, he acquired the academic position of "Associate 

Professor" (senior research associate, II degree) at NAIM–BAS. 

The results of the research activity of Assoc. Prof. Dr. S. Torbatov, presented in 

the competition documentation, exceed the so-called minimum national 

requirements for holding the academic position of “Professor”, fixed in the 

legislation of the Republic of Bulgaria. He has a teaching activity, incl. one 

successfully defended PhD. He was scientific secretary of NAIM-BAS. He has 

participated in many scientific conferences and research projects, incl. in 

international ones. He is member of the editorial boards of various specialized 

editions, incl. as editor-in-chief. He has led dozens of field, rescue or regular 

explorations of many archaeological sites. 

The attached list of publications since 2004, i.e. after the acquisition of the 

academic position of "Associate Professor", contains the titles of: four monographs, 

of which three collective, in Bulgarian (№№ I/1-/3 according to the attached list), 

and one with his full authorship (№ I/4), bilingual – in Bulgarian and English; thirty-



2 

 

one studies and articles in Bulgarian and English in well-known Bulgarian and 

foreign editions (№№ II/1-/31), of which thirty are published and one – in print (№ 

II/31); two reviews in English (№№ III/1, /2); one hundred and sixteen articles and 

annotations in English (№№ IV/1-/116) in “Tabula Imperii Romani” (R. Ivanov 

/ed./. TIR. K-35/2 – Philippopolis. Sofia, 2012); fifty-seven communications (№№ 

V/1-/57), authorial or co-authored, in the series “Archaeological discoveries and 

excavations” (edition of NAIM-BAS). One of the studies (№ II/2) reproduces issues 

and content from previous publications, incl. from the candidate's dissertation 

published in 2002, and should not be an asset in this competition. 

Assoc. Prof. S. Torbatov is a well-established researcher in the scientific 

community of the Roman and Late antique epochs in the Balkans. Proof of this are 

the more than 500 citations of his publications by Bulgarian and foreign authors for 

the period 2004-2020 presented in the competition documentation. His wide range 

of scientific interests is impressive. I am well acquainted with his work and, given 

my duties as an author of an opinion, I fully confirm his scientific contributions 

presented in the competition documentation. 

The problems of the local settlement structure in the 1st–6th centuries are 

considered in a significant number of publications. Here it is worth noting his 

"addenda" to the second edition of "History of Dobrudja", Vol. 1, Veliko Turnovo, 

2011 (№ I/3), as well as his publications for sites studied by him near Gorsko 

Ablanovo, Krepcha and Sadina, Targovishte region, near Riben, Pleven region, near 

the town of Mezdra, near Ovchepoltsi, Pazardzhik region, for the Danube sites 

Palatiolum, Anasamus, Trimammium, Sexaginta Prista (№№ I/3, II/8-/10, /13, /17, 

/18, /23-/27, /29, /30). An important topic in his research are the Roman military 

organization and the military sites on the Lower Danube (№№ I/3, I/4, II/11, /14, 

/15, /17- /19, /23, /26, /27, V/40). There is a lasting interest in the Roman and Late 

antique fortifications (№№ II/10, /12, /24-/27, /29, /30), as well as in the cult 

practices and relevant sites of our territory, the archaeological research of which was 

carried out under his leadership or with his participation. Here it is worth mentioning 

the cult rock complex "Vodna – Tumno" near Tabachka, Ruse region, and the 

sanctuary of the Thracian horseman near Sostra, to which are dedicated two of the 

collective monographs with his participation (№№ I/1, /2). With indisputable 

contributions is also his research on a number of other cult sites (№№ ІІ/4-/7, /9, 
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/10, /12, /24, /29). In publications published after 2004, Assoc. Prof. S. Torbatov 

defended his reputation as an authoritative researcher of the local Roman and Late 

antique road network (№№ I/4, ІІ/13, /27). His scientific "calling card" also includes 

specialized epigraphic, lapidary and tegulae studies (№№ I/2, II/4, /11, /14, /15, /19, 

/31), as well as publications of numismatic finds (№№ I/2, II/10, /28, /29). Similar 

studies, usually uncharacteristic for a field archaeologist, are a further proof of the 

candidate's creative capacity. 

The last monograph of Assoc. Prof. S. Torbatov – „Непознатият римски 

лимес в България. Ч. 1. Между реките Вит и Осъм“/ “The Unknown Roman 

Limes in Bulgaria. P. 1. Between the Vit and the Osam Rivers” (Faber Publishing 

House, Veliko Turnovo, 2021), which is based on two earlier studies (№№ II/26, 

/27), has a clear structure and includes: a preface justifying the temporal and 

territorial scope of the study; natural-geographical characteristics of the studied area 

– the right bank of the Danube between the rivers Vit and Osam (Chapter I, pp. 13-

20); history essay for the area during the Roman and Late antique epochs (Chapter 

II, pp. 21-40); review and critical analysis of the written sources for the military and 

civilian sites located in it (Chapter III, pp. 41-68); review and critical analysis of the 

opinions expressed in the modern historiography about their localization (Chapter 

IV, pp. 69-98); argumentation of the author's localization of the sites in question – 

the early Roman Anasamus (Chapter V, pp. 99-136); the Late antique Ansamus/ 

Ἀσημοῠς/... (Chapter VI, pp. 137-157), Λαπιδαρίας (Chapter VII, pp. 158-180), 

Λουκερναρία (Chapter VIII, pp. 181-190); discussion to clarify the route of the 

Roman Danube road in the studied area (Chapter IX, pp. 191-208); an impressive 

list of the used scientific literature (pp. 209-236/ 239). 

The presented book is a good illustration of the methodology and style of work 

of Assoc. Prof. S. Torbatov. The use of the fullest possible source base and the 

critical, logically reasoned analysis are the distinguishing features of his publishing 

activity. The combination of the comprehensive study of sources with the results of 

immediate field research – the archeological sites under consideration have been 

visited many times by the author, is not only a methodological merit of this book, 

but also a mandatory example for such research in general. As a critique, I would 

point out only the sometimes unnecessary polemics and categoricalness in rejecting 

the opinions of other researchers and, respectively, in presenting and imposing one's 
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