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The topic of Galina Samichkova's thesis "Late Neolithic pottery assemblages from the Eastern 

Stara Planina to the Eastern Rhodopes " is dissertable and relevant. The focus of her research covers the 

Southern Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, the Tundzha region and the Lower Thrace subregion. 

The thesis submitted for review includes text and appendices. The first part in a volume of 318 

pages consists of an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion and a list of references. The second part 

or the appendices includes a total of 504 pages: textual descriptions, graphics, comparative tables 

which are included in Appendices I-VI, maps, tables, graphic illustrations. 

The study by G. Samichkova is practically the first attempt for comprehensive study of the 

pottery assemblages from the Late Neolithic in a more or less insufficiently studied area. G. 

Samichkova has processed and analyzed a large volume of archaeological data, and her research covers 

a total of 34 sites. She has managed to collect and analyze the available data from the unpublished 

pottery assemblages. In this way, a significant volume of source material was brought into scientific 

circulation. During the process, separate classification schemes were prepared, corresponding to the 

specifics of the examined pottery assemblages from the studied sites. 

Within the framework of the Late Neolithic G. Samichkova distinguishes two stages in the 

development of these complexes. The author establishes that the pottery assemblages from the first 

stage are characteristic of the Karanovo III-IV cultural phenomenon. As for the pottery assemblages 

studied by author from the second phase from the range of the Tundzha region and the Lower Thrace 

subregion, the author refers them to the Karanovo IV cultural phenomenon. 

As certain contributions of the PhD student are her conclusions regarding intra-regional 

differences between the pottery assemblages from the region of the Southern Bulgarian Black Sea 

coast. Also, G. Samichkova made a successful attempt related to the main area of distribution of the 

Late Neolithic painted with white paint ornamentation on the black polished surface of clay vessels in 

the regions of the Aegean and the South-Eastern Balkans. 

Regarding the scientific results of G. Samichkova's research, it should be noted the conclusions 

she formulated regarding the development and distribution of the main forms of clay vessels 

characteristic of the Late Neolithic. Very interesting are the parallels she draws with synchronous 



pottery assemblages from the Southeast Balkans, Northwest and Central Anatolia, and the Aegean 

islands. 

Regarding the presented work, I have some technical remarks, which I have informed the PhD 

student, but which do not in the least diminish the contribution nature of her work. 

The thesis “Late Neolithic pottery assemblages from the Eastern Stara Planina to the Eastern 

Rhodopes” meets all the requirements for obtaining the educational and scientific degree “doctor” and 

I vote “POSSITIVE” for awarding Galina Samichkova with this degree.1 

  

Sofia 

 20.07.2022 г.                                                                                  prof. Ivan Gatsov 

                                                           
1 Translation: Katya Melamed 


