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The thesis of Galina Samichkova developed on 822 computer pages is presented in two 

sections. The text includes an introduction, four chapters, conclusion and list of reference – all 318 

pages. The appendix includes 504 pages – maps, tables and illustrations.  

The topic is relevant within the archaeological context of the Neolithic period in the Eastern 

Balkans. The studied area includes the southern parts of the Western Black Sea Coast, in south 

direction reaches the coast of Marmara Sea and the coast of the Aegean Sea, giving the opportunity 

to analyze the contacts of the southeastern Balkan zone with the Anatolian region. The subject of 

the research are the pottery assemblages from the Late Neolithic period, most of which are 

unpublished, giving the opportunity for serious investigations. The volume of the work is 

significant, which corresponds to the database used in the research – more than 20 000 impact or 

reconstructed pottery shapes, from which 5400 examples from 34 prehistoric sites (settlements and 

pit complexes) are illustrated within the research.  

The Introduction is informative and presents the goals and the tasks, the methodology, the 

geographic and chronological range as well as the database. Three geographic regions were 

outlined – South Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, the region of Tundzha River and the Lower Thrace 

subregion.  

A corresponding chapter is dedicated to the study of the Late Neolithic pottery assemblages 

from the three regions, and each of the chapters is developed according to a similar scheme – 

geographic characteristics, state of research, technological and formal analyzes of the pottery 

assemblages from every archaeological site, intraregional comparative analyses. General trends in 

the development of the regions are shown, as attention is also paid to local intra-regional 

peculiarities. 

The first chapter presents analytical and syntactical analyses of the Late Neolithic pottery 

assemblages from the two regions of the Southern Black Sea Coast. The sites are divided into two 

chronological stages, which are synchronous with the cultural phenomenon Karanovo III-IV and 

Karanovo IV in the Upper Thracian Plain. Sites from the second stage predominate. An important 

ascertainment is that the pottery assemblages from the first stage of the Late Neolithic period in 

the region can be related to the cultural phenomenon Karanovo III-IV, reaching the Black Sea 

Coast. During the second stage, the pottery assemblages show in a considerable degree an 

independent development, despite the obvious connection with the cultural phenomenon Karanovo 

IV. Moreover, Samichkova recognizes specific local peculiarities both on the Black Sea coast and 

the inner parts of the region. By no doubt this is an evidence that the region is an active contact 



zone during second half of the Late Neolithic period, for contacts in north and south direction, and 

fewer contacts to the interior of Thrace, which is in accordance with earlier theoretical assumptions. 

The second chapter of the PhD thesis presents analytical and syntactical analyses of the 

Late Neolithic pottery assemblages from the region of Tundzha River. The region is smaller, with 

few excavated sites, but Samichkova successfully derives information for two specific stages of 

the Late Neolithic and their connection with the cultural phenomenon Karanovo III-IV and 

Karanovo IV in the Upper Thrace Plain – more intensive during the first stage and fewer during 

the second stage. Emphasis is placed on the white painted pottery, which allows to develop this 

problematic in the fourth chapter of the research.   

The third chapter of the PhD thesis is based on the bulk of pottery from the Lower Thrace 

subregion and the middle valley of Maritsa. The analytical analyses and the synthesis of the 

database allow to be made conclusions on the two stages of development. Samichkova concludes 

correctly to the idea that region is included into the first stage of the Late Neolithic cultural 

phenomenon Karanovo III-IV. During the second stage the region shows similarity with the pottery 

assemblage of Karanovo IV in the Upper Thrace Plain, but also has local elements, which were 

probably result of strong connections with Eastern Thrace and other neighboring regions.  

In itself, the presentation of abundant multifaceted information on Late Neolithic pottery 

from the lower course of the Tundzha River and the middle course of the Maritsa River is a serious 

contribution to the late prehistory of the Eastern Balkans. 

The forth chapter is dedicated to the intra-regional analyses of the Late Neolithic pottery 

assemblages in the context of Southeastern Balkans, Northwest and Central Anatolia and the 

Aegean islands. The research is organized in two parts. In the first one was proposed a detail 

analyses of the pottery assemblages from the discussed three regions in regard to the technology, 

shapes and decoration, followed by synthesis of the information. The second part extend 

significantly the range of the research by incorporating the pottery assemblages in the context of 

the neighboring Balkan, Anatolian and Aegean regions. This part of the PhD research, according 

to my opinion is the most essential and gives opportunity for more precise historical conclusions 

based on the development of the large region if the Eastern Mediterranean during the second half 

of 6th and the beginning of the 5th mil. BC.   

The Conclusion summarizes the results of the PhD research presenting the characteristics 

of the pottery assemblages from the two stages of the Late Neolithic period the examined area and 

within the context of the neighboring regions.    

The contributions of the PhD thesis are indicated in the Abstract. They were acceptably 

formulated and correctly reflects the work of the PhD candidate. I could summarize three groups. 

The first group includes the contributions, connected with the multilateral research of the Late 

Neolithic pottery assemblages from a large Southeastern Balkan area, which has strategic position 

in the context of the Anatolian-Balkan relations during the second half of the 6th and the beginning 

of the 5th mil. BC. The second group of contributions is related to the extension of the geographic 

range of the cultural phenomenon Karanovo III-IV and Karanovo IV, defined in Upper Thracian 

Plain: the first cultural phenomenon includes a large area of the region, but does not reach the area 



of the Black Sea Coast. The third group of contributions is related to the incorporation of the Late 

Neolithic pottery from the examined Southeastern Balkan area in the context of the neighboring 

regions and identifying signs of active connections. I would like here to emphasis that this is the 

only so far detail research of the white and red painted decoration in the Aegean-Balkan region, 

which gives opportunity for a new phase of the studies dedicated to the cultural-economic relations.  

Based on the facts and ascertainments presented above for the PhD thesis of Galina Petkova 

Samichkova, with conviction I support the award of the educational and scientific degree “doctor”.1  
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