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(Summary) 
 

In this paper an attempt is made to examine the internal evolution of the Gravettian 
sequence from a rather different point of view. The topic is focused on statistical assessment of 
few variables and on this basis simple optimality criteria are established. Finally a seriation of the 
typological structure is presented. The key-questions are two: whether this Gravettian sequence 
undergoes any significant changes during its evolution and whether it is a smooth (gradual) 
evolution. The answer to these questions is that there are statistically significant changes in the 
blade production, and that this is due to the import of high-quality raw materials. The ratio 
between the imported high-quality materials and the local ones changes through time following 
optimality criteria. All the changes in the Gravettian sequence, however, are smooth in character. 
We can draw a conclusion that the Gravettian and Epigravettian sequence consists of successive 
cultural levels that can be measured in few generations of visiting hunting groups.   

In the second part of the article a model of the social constitution of upper Palaeolithic 
groups is presented. It is based on techniques of risk-avoidance strategies: production of high-
quality tools, long-distance communication, hunting low to medium risk migratory animals. 
There was identified the following pattern of social practices: danger-prestige-exotic materials 
that lead to greater social benefits. This contimuum exerts strong feedback on hunting practices. 
Thus the social benefits seem to determine to a greater extent the prey-spectrum of the Gravettian 
and Epigravettian communities. They showed high selectivity in their hunting practices and the 
established tradition of ‘hunters of big game’ remained almost unchanged for more than 15 000 
years. 
 


