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 According to the announced competition for the academic position of Associate 

Professor for the needs of DISAMB – NAIM-BASthe only candidate is Dr. Nikola Tonkov, 

Assistant Professor at NAIM-BAS. The Commission formed at NAIM-BAS has established 

that the documents he submitted meet the regulatory requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2, para. 

3 and para. 5 of the Law on Associate Professors. The fulfilment of the minimum national 

requirements for occupying the academic position of Associate Professor is also confirmed by 

Dr Nikola Prof. Tonkov, a reference on the fulfilment of the minimum national requirements 

for occupying the academic position of Associate Professor. 

Assistant Professor Dr. Nikola Tonkov is a geophysicist engineer (1985) at MGI-

Sofia. In 2012, he defended his PhD at the Department of Archaeology at Sofia University 

"St. Kliment Ohridski". Since 2013, he has been " Assistant Professor " at NAIM-BAS.  

 The presented scientific production of the candidate includes two monographs (one is a 

habilitation work, and the other is the published dissertation for the acquisition of the 

educational and scientific degree of "Doctor"), two chapters of collective monographs, three 

studies (one in a refereed edition) and 11 articles. Three reviews for the magazine 

Archaeological Prospection can also be mentioned in addition to the presented production. The 

latter is evidence of the international authority of Dr. Nikola Tonkov.  

 In 2013 was published Nikola Tonkov's monograph "Geophysical Methods in 

Archaeology. Optimization of the methodology for the study of burial mounds". A study 

dedicated to geophysical methods in archaeology was published for the first time in Bulgaria. 

This study is based on the plentiful experience that the author has gained during his 

measurements of burial mounds. Combining electroresistance mapping and two-dimensional 

and three-dimensional electroresistance tomography with magnetic gradiometry has been 



proposed as an optimized methodology for the geophysical study of burial mounds. The author 

presents an in-depth theoretical analysis of the possibilities and limitations of the two main 

geophysical methods – electroresistance and geomagnetic- in registering various under-

mounding facilities. In conclusion, recommendations are given for implementing the proposed 

geophysical survey methodology. 

 Nikola Tonkov's next monograph, "Complex Magnetic and Electrical Resistance Study 

of Archaeological Sites", is dedicated to his active field activity in recent years. Here, the main 

emphasis is placed on the complex application of magnetic and electrical resistance research, 

mainly on settlement sites. The first part of the book is theoretical. It presents the methodology, 

the technique used and the subsequent computer processing of the data obtained during the 

measurements. The second part presents the results of the non-destructive study of numerous 

archaeological sites. These authors' studies allow the high potential of magnetic and 

electroresistive mapping and electroresistive tomography to be shown for the overall study of 

different types of objects. 

 In all the candidate's publications, Dr. Nikola Tonkov's main interest is clearly outlined 

– applying geophysical research methods in archaeology. During his many years of activity, he 

has developed and improved the technology of geophysical measurements of various types of 

archaeological sites. It works in two main directions - measuring settlement "flat" sites and 

mounds. For this purpose, Eng. Nikola Tonkov applies the two most widely used methods in 

geophysical research in archaeology – geomagnetic and electroresistive. His numerous 

contributions are related precisely to developing and improving these two methods, introducing 

new devices for field measurements and, of course, to the subsequent processing and 

interpretation of the "raw" information. 

Dr. Nikola Tonkov has played a major role in the study of countless archaeological 

studies—both rescue and regular. Very few archaeologists from NAIM, as well as from 

universities and museums in the country, have not collaborated with Nikola Tonkov. The results 

of these joint activities are presented in the author's articles and monographs and in the 

conferences and seminars in which he participated. 

The above gives me grounds to express my positive opinion and recommend to the esteemed 

Scientific Council of NAIM-BAS to be awarded Dr Nikola Tonkov the academic position 

"Associate Professor" in the professional field "2.2. History and Archaeology (speciality 



"Archaeology") for the needs of the Department of Interdisciplinary Studies and Archaeological 

Map of Bulgaria – NAIM-BAS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sofia, August 19, 2024,      Associate Professor Dr. Andrey Aladzhov  

 


