OPINION

by Prof. Dr. Lyudmil Vagalinski (NAIM-BAS) for the application of Chief Assistant
prof. Dr. Nikola Hristov Tonkov (NAIM-BAS) in the announced competition for the
academic position "Associate professor” with theme "Geophysical methods in
archaeology" for the needs of the Department of Interdisciplinary research and
Archaeological map of Bulgaria according to the order 1 794 /31.05.24 of the
Director of NAIM-BAS

The opinion was prepared according to the Academic Staff Development
Act in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules for its implementation.

The applicant acquired PhD in archaeology in 2012.

The candidate holds the academic position "Chief Assistant Prof." since
2013 at the Department of Interdisciplinary research and Archaeological map of
Bulgaria |

Dr. Nikola Tonkov participates in the competition with the monographic
work “Complex magnetic and electrical resistance research of archaeological
sites” (Sofia, 2024) which significantly expands his doctoral dissertation
"Geophysical Methods in Archaeology. Optimization of the methodology for the
study of burial mounds", published in 2013. In his new book, the candidate shares
his extensive experience in the geophysical study of prehistoric and antique
settlement sites. The monograph is an independent and contributing scientific
study for Bulgaria.

A total of eight papers presented show the same in-depth scientific
approach.

The presented auto reference for scientific contributions is correct. Another
certifies that the applicant meets the legal minimum requirements for the
academic position of Associate Professor.

| did not find data on plagiarism in his scientific publications.

In conclusion, | support Dr. Nikola Hristov Tonkov’s candidacy for the
academic position "Associate Professor" at the Department of Interdisciplinary
research and Archaeological map of Bulgaria.

Rupite village/Heraclea Sintica, 24.08.2024
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