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Trench excavation at the prehistoric site
of Kalitinovo-Gerena near Stara Zagora (Abstract)

Petar Kalchev, Desislava Andreeva

The prehistoric site covers an area of 1.5 ha and
is located to the east of Stara Zagora, in Gerena
locality near the village of Kalitinovo. This low
tell site was successively occupied in the Neolithic
and then in the Early Bronze Age. Due to contin-
ued agricultural and construction activities, the up-
per layer is completely destroyed.

The trench excavation was carried out as a
res—cue operation in a partially built-up area in
the western part of the site. In accordance with the
aims of the investigation, four trenches were ex-
cavated around and close to the modern buildings,
covering a total area of 63 square meters.

In Trench I, a 1.2 m thick undisturbed cultural
layer of the Early Neolithic was investigated. In
the southern part of the trench, a partially pre-
served floor of an Early Neolithic house was iden-
tified covered with picces of the fallen daub walls
of the structure. Disturbed remains of a thermal in-
stallation (oven or fireplace) were unearthed in the
southwestern corner of the trench. Three radiocar-
bon dates on animal bones from this house place
the occupation of the settlement between 5990 and

5840 cal BC.

The Early Neolithic layer containing the re-
mains of the house was cut through by a dug-in
feature filled with ashes, the upper level of the fill-
ing being 0.20 m higher than the surface it was
dug into; it covers the earlier layers to the north
and the south. The north-south length of the dug-
in feature is 4.50 m. To the east, it was disturbed
by a modern fence. Its eastern and western borders
lic beyond the limits of the trench but it could be
assumed that its east-west length is between 7 and
10 m. At various levels in the filling, there were
accumulations of reddish daub pieces, grey ashes
and charcoals, ceramic sherds, and several spots
of burning, marking at least six successive phases
of filling. The specifics of the pottery assemblage
reveal a late stage of the Farly Neolithic in the
northeastern parts of Thrace, labeled as the Azmak
variant of the Karanovo I culture.

Trench II was situated to the north of Trench 1.
The undisturbed Early Neolithic layer was 0.90 m
thick. No structures were identified. In the north-
western end of the trench, a pit was partially exca-
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vated, dug into the Neolithic layer and the virgin
soil. In the virgin soil, the eastern part of another,
smaller pit was revealed. Both pits were filled with
picces of wall daub, animal bones, ashes, char-
coals, pottery sherds, and small finds. The materi-
als belong to the Early Neolithic Karanovo I cul-
ture (Azmak variant).

Trenches III and IV were situated to the north
and northwest of the first two. In both of them,
there were recent fillings containing fragmentary
ceramic building materials and pottery. Beneath
them, there were homogeneous layers of the Early
Bronze III (Sveti Kirilovo phase) and the Middle
Neolithic (Proto-Karanove III). Of particular in-
terest arc the Middle Neolithic materials, with a
ceramic assemblage that reveals signs of transition
from the Early Neolithic Karanovo II culture to the
Late Neolithic Karanovo III culture. The diagnos-
tic features of the Middle Neolithic Proto-Karano-
vo III assemblage at Kalitinovo-Gerena relate it to
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the Karanovo II-III variant.

In Trench IV, a Late Neolithic pit with an in-
verted conical shape was excavated that cuts
through the entire Middle Neolithic layer and
reaches the virgin soil. The fill is homogeneous
and consists of black earth with charcoals, animal
bones, pottery sherds, and small finds. The ceram-
ic assemblage could be broadly attributed to the
Thracian Late Neolithic.

The specifics of the excavated features and
materials and the absence of well-preserved ar-
chitectural remains indicate that the cultural layer
belongs to the off-lying northwestern periphery of
the Early Neolithic settlement. At a later stage of
the Early Neolithic, a large feature was dug in the
same arca and was gradually filled up. It seems
that its functions could have been related to the
ritual practices of the local population and the re-
ligio-mythological beliefs of the earliest farmers
in the Stara Zagora area.
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